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3, RUE BENOUVILLE. XVI! 


August 5. 1978. 


Dear Brian, dear ‘Yavne, 


Your rracious letter of July Ist meant all the more to me because 
it was written on my birthday. ‘hat a vrerfect eift. 


tT ghall never really be able to assess the remark-ble exnericnce 
you made available to me jurine those astonishing three cays in 
Owensboro. 


Sharine the thoughts, feelings, views, of such a variety of eifted 
persons of great responsibility and accomplishment was the grandest 
of privileges -— but to do so in the company of so many unusually 
talented young reople is what rave everything a uniaue dimension, 

a special denth and meaning. 


I am so glad you had the impossible dream, that you have made it 
a reality, and that you let me live it with you. 


Most gratefully, and with warmest resards and good wishes to you 
anx all the members of your clan, 


Very sincerely, 


Olivia de javilland. 


’ 


a 


PS: Thank yor for asking me to join the Council - I am very 
honored to be a member, and I eagerly look forward to 
seeing you again next June. 
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Ji ERIE JEAN WILLIAMSON 


“Student Leader of the Year’—Redlands Senior High Sch = 
iiedlands, California 


<$PLINSOR: Redlands Mall 
.}tahe Property Management Corporation 


July 6, 1978 
Dear Mr. Reynolds, 


My deepest thanks are extended to you, your sons, and the American 
Academy of Achievement for making possible my fabulous four-day 
stay in Kentucky! All of my expectations were surpassed! Your 
superb planning, the lovely accommodations and delicious meals, 
the friendly Academy people, and the exquisite banquet decorations 
contributed greatly toward a perfect weekend. 


I wish to assure you that the Academy‘’s objective, inspiration to 
youth, was achieved! Meeting and listening to the "Greats" in the r 
diversified fields of endeaver was a thrilling experience. The 
fascinating success stories of the Golden Plate Awardees and the 
sharing of their experiences, advice, and wisdom was exhilarating. 
All of the Awardees seemed to share the special traits of concern 
for others, determination tc achieve their goals, and humbleness, 
despite renown and acclaim. 


Meeting and mingling with sc many “Creats”" at one time was an 
almost over-whelming experience: The weekend flew by far too 
quickly for me to absorb the significance of how each personality 
has touched and affected our lives. Now that I have returned to 
reality, I am even better able to appreciate the privilege of 
having met so many wonderful peopie--the Awardees, the patrons, 
and the other students. 


Each time I relate or recall whom I met and heard in Kentucky, my 
enthusiasm is rekindled. I will cherish the memories of that 
weekend all of my life. The beautiful Banquet yearbook, auto- 
graphs, and personal photographs will enable me always to recall 
vividly my wonderful experience. 


Thanks to your dream, many students have been aroused to higher 
aspirations and goals. The “Greats” challenged me to set high 
goals and to pursue them, despite adversities. Each time I be- 
come discouraged, I will recall the provoking messages and will 
push on with renewed enthusiasm and vigor. 


Thank you again for a splendid and special experience! 
Janeerely, 


U aber pox LOM asses 


ay ogy 


i 
é 
yi 
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VALERIE JEAN WILLIAMSON 


“Student Leader of the Year’—Redlands Senior High School 
Redlands, California 


SPONSOR: Redlands Mali 
and Hahn Property Management Corporation 


July 6, 1978 
Dear Mr. Reynolds, 


My deepest thanks are extended to you, your sons, and the American 
Academy of Achievement for making possible ny fabulous four-day 
stay in Kentucky! All of my expectations were surpassed! Your 
superb planning, the lovely accommodations and delicious meals, 
the friendly Academy people, and the exquisite banquet decorations 
contributed greatly toward a perfect weekend. 


I wish to assure you that the Academy's objective, inspiration to 
youth, was achieved! Meeting and listening to the "Greats" in their 
diversified fields of endeaver was a thrilling experience, The 
fascinating success stories of the Golden Plate Awardees and the 
sharing of their experiences, advice, and wisdom was exhilarating. 
All of the Awardees seemed to share the special traits of concern 
for others, determination to achieve their goals, and humbleness, 
despite renown and acclaim. 


Meeting and mingling with so many “Greats" at one time was an 
almost over-whelming experience! The weekend flew by far too 
quickly for me to absorb the significance of how each personality 
has touched and affected our lives. Now that I have returned to 
reality, I am even better able to appreciate the privilege of 
having met so many wonderful people--the Awardees, the patrons, 
and the other students, 


Each time I relate or recall whom I met and heard in Kentucky, my 
enthusiasm is rekindled. I will cherish the memories of that 
weekend all of my life. The beautiful Banquet yearbook, auto- 
graphs, and personal photographs will enable me always to recall 
vividly my wonderful experience, 


Thanks to your dream, many students have been aroused to higher 
aspirations and goals. The “Greats” challenged me to set high 
goals and to pursue them, despite adversities, Each time I be- 
come discouraged, I will recall the provoking messages and will 
push on with renewed enthusiasm and vigor. 
Thank you again for a splendid and special experience ! 
Sincerely, 
| any : 
' , F 
que y 8 Cghus per LW kbea-meon) 
¥ 4 
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. TERESA CURRAN 
‘y “Student Leader of the Year’—Heritage High School 
Littleton, Colorado 


SPONSOR: Samsonite Corporation 
division of Beatrice Foods Company 


Dear Mr. Reynolds: 


This last weekend was the most meaningful and exciting experience of my life! | am still 
in the process of digesting all that | have seen and heard. The people were fantastic! Not only 
the celebrities were fascinating, but the other students were interesting and fun! The dances were 
great. | felt like a real honored guest... 


The weekend did its job!! | feel very inspired and confident towards my present and long- 
range goals. Many, many, many thanks. 


TeA24A Cian 


JAMES FOTI 


USA Champion, National Production Executive Contest—Junior Achievement 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 


SPONSOR: Reader’s Digest Speakers’ Corps 
and Junior Achievement, Inc. 


July 3, 1978 _ 
Dear Mr. Reynolds: : Ar 


With no idea of what was about to take place, I walked 
into the Executive Inn Rivermont's ballroom Saturday night 
with my eyes wide open, like a small awe-stricken child after 
discovering a new and fascinating event of life. 


The Banquet of the Golden Plate Weekend was indeed the 
most fascinating, fun-filled, and stimulating four days I have 
encountered so far in my life. I will always retain. the 
memories and feelings of meeting and talking with some of the 
most successful personalities in all fields of endeavor. 


Being among my peers, as "America's Young Captains of 
Achievement," gave me a great sense of accomplishment and in- 
spiration to set my goals higher in hopes for the greater 
achievements I've witnessed at this "gathering of the greats." 


e 
e ee 


tax 


AM 
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DAVID CAREY HEAD 


Outstanding Career Education Student—Owensboro High School 
Owensboro, Kentucky 


SPONSOR: W. M. Elmer « Texas Gas Transmission Corporation 


Dear Mr. Reynolds: 


There comes a time in every human life when words cannot sufficiently describe one's emotions. 
As | reflect on my recent experiences at the American Academy of Achievement, | find myself in 
such a predicament... 

The world's most brilliant minds in justice, science, and industry opened their vast storehouses of 
knowledge to a group of young people who eagerly anticipated every word. We were not disappointed. 
Where else could an aspiring law student discuss court reform with Louis Nizer, Judge John Sirica, 
and Clark Clifford? 

The most impressive speaker of the entire weekend was Olivia de Havilland. The sheer magnetism 
of her voice held every person in a trance-like state until she finished. Even in casual conversations, 
she displayed a personal interest toward each student. That warmth was another factor that contributed 
to the Academy's success... 

Sincerely, 


Maid C. Head 


DIANE JOYCE SIEGEL 


USA ‘Presidential Scholar” 
Stamford, Connecticut 


SPONSOR: Edwin C. Whitehead 


Dear Mr. Reynolds: 


| could never thank you enough for the marvelous weekend of the Banquet of the Golden Plate... 
it was like stepping into a dream world for three days. | cherish many memories of sitting spellbound 
listening to some of the most accomplished and distinguished people in the world. It's still hard to 
believe that | shared the experience with Nobel Prize winners, television stars, and Pulitzer Prize 
winners, all real people who seemed genuinely interested in us. Never before had | even imagined 
such a gathering of achievers from so many diverse fields, with me in attendance tool 

Imagine my thrill when | stepped onto the elevator to find myself chatting with Judge John Sirica, 
or when | sat down to lunch with Tom Landry and Olivia de Havilland. | was deeply impressed by the 
devotion and sincerity of the honorees, and there is no doubt that they succeeded in inspiring us as 
the Academy intended... 

! will never forget the weekend of the Banquet: not because of the beautiful hotel and lavish dinners 
(although | did appreciate those benefits), but primarily because of the spirited warmth of the people 
there. Thank you for introducing me to the exciting world of the Banquet and enriching my life. 


Sincerely, 
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REBECCA JOHNSON 


USA “Youth Citizenship” Champion—Soroptimist Foundations 
Belmont, California 


SPONSOR: Harry Merlo ¢ Louisiana-Pacific Corporation 


July 10, 1978 


Dear Mr. Merlo: 


| just wanted to tell you how grateful | am to you and the Louisiana-Pacific Corporation 
for sponsoring my trip to Kentucky. The "Salute to Excellence" weekend was a sensational 
experience. Seeing and listening to so many renowned members of society was very inspiring... 


| have very high aspirations for myself and the Academy has taught me that success does 
not always come fast and easy. The Golden Eagle Award is certainly the first step as a "Promise 
for Success"... 


Again, thank you for caring and giving so much of yourself to make this world a better 
place to live. Thank you for having faith in young people, faith in me, and faith in the future. 


| wish you continued success, happiness, and love. 
Becky Gohrcon 


DOUGLAS C. ADAIR 


State Champion Orator—The American Legion 
Birmingham, Alabama 


SPONSOR: The Reader’s Digest and 
The American Legion, Department of Alabama 


A 
Dear Mr. Reynolds: 


The American Academy of Achievement's 17th annual "Gathering of the 
Greats" was, without a doubt, one of the greatest experiences of my life. 
To be able to step outside my hotel room and chat with Olivia De Havilland, 
Dr. William Kolff, Admiral Stansfield Turner, Tom Landry, Erma Bombeck, 
and all the others was incredible. The personalities present at the 
gathering, as well as the "youth achievers" my own age, were truly of the 
highest caliber. 


I walked away from each symposium more inspired than I had been at 
the preceeding one. In listening to the honored guest's stories of how 
they achieved their monumental success, often in the face of great ad- 
versity, I learned that the youth of today can accomplish anything if re 
vill only set our goals and work hard enoush to achieve them. 
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KATHLEEN MARIE BENKERT 


State Champion—VFW “Voice of Democracy” Competition 
Monroe, Wisconsin 


SPONSOR: Department of Wisconsin, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and Ladies Auxiliary 


July 2, 1978 
Dear Mr. Reynolds, 

A week has past, yet I am still finding it difficult to keep my 
mind off the events of last weekend at the American Academy of Achievement. 
It is also going to be difficult to limit my use of adjectives to describe 
the Academy-=-wonderful, marvelous, entertaining, stimulating, informative, 
fun, encouraging, super=-they all fit what I have labeled "The Academy 
Experience", 

I have come away from the Academy with so many fond memories and 
experiences that I want to share with my friends and family. Shortly 
they'11 all be tired of hearing me say, “When I was in Kentucky...." 

But at present, most of them are still amazed at my experiences and 
utter such phrases as,"You mean you really met Debby Boone, Steve Cauthen, 
Stansfield Turner, Cloris Leachman, Erma Bombeck, William Webster, etc.,!’ 


I think what impressed me the most about the Academy was realizing 
that these "greats" are just as human as I am, not the god-like creatures 
we sometimes think of them as. I know that when things get rough at college 
next year, I'll think of Judge John Sirica and how he dropped out of law 
school twice. And the simple messages from Dorothy Kelly and Tony Auth— 
be disciplined and don't become seduced by success~=will always be 
there in the back of my mind as I continue to live my life. In fact, each 
of the honorees had some very important words of wisdom for us... 


And what can be said about the Banquet of the Golden Plate that 
hasn't already been said a hundred times? It was incredible, simply 
incredible. I had heard and read so much about the Academy weekend and 
the Golden Plate Banquet that I wondered if it was all too good to be 
true. But the actual event surpassed even my greatest expectations. 

I'd like to come back to the Academy some day~=as an honoree. I 
hope that I will be able to go out and do the best that I can and that 
my best will be good enouga to affect the future, the way these "greats" 
already have... 


Sincerely, 
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DALE ROGERS SMITH 


“Boy of the Year”—Elks Club Youth Leadership Contest 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


SPONSOR: Hulsey S. Lokey © Host International, Inc. 


July 5,5 1978 


Dear Mr. Lokey, 


During the past week, I have tried to fully comprehend all of the 
fabulous things that occured during that wonderful weekend's “gathering 
of the greats." I find myself in total awe of the entire trip. Even 
as I type this letter, I find it hard to believe the people I have met, 
the places I have seen, and the program of which I was a part. 


Upon my return to Milwaukee, I had the chance to speak with many 
of my friends about the four-day salute in Owensboro. To this day, 
they remain as in awe of my experience as I am. It is most assuredly 
an unusual experience when a high school graduate from Wisconsin like 
myself can relate about his breakfast with Mr. & Mrs. Lewell Thomas and 
Judge John Sirica, or his dinner of Kentucky Fried Chicken (served under 
the guidance of Col. Harlen Sanders, of course!) shared with the likes 
of Ed Asner, Cloris Leachman, and Debbie Boone, Discussions with Olivia 
de Haviland concerning Shakespeare and acting in general, a question and 
answer period with Col. Urich Wegner concerning terrorism, exchanging 
pleasantries with Collen McCollough, Helen Hayes, Dorothy Kelly, Stansfield 
Turner=the list never ends! 

As much as I pride myself on my ability to express my true feelings, 
I find mere words falling hopelessly short when I atempt to express ny 
thanks to you and Host International for sponsoring mee None of this 
would have been possible without your generosity and unselfish nature. 
It was indeed an honor to meet you, sir, and an even greater honor to 
recieve my Golden Eagle award from someone as accomplished as yourself. 
That award now hangs in the kitchen of my home in Milwaukee for alli to 
see. Imagine the stories it could tell if it could only speak! 


I will always remember this day as the day that I committed myself 
to a great goal. I so enjoyed the Academy of Achievement's "gathering 
of the greats" that I vow to again appear at the Banquet, this time as 
an honoree. I do this to once again be a part of the most fabulous 
weekend in ny life, and to perhaps inspire one such as nyself to 
achieve as you and all of the other "greats" have time and again. 
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SHEILA MARY FORAN 


State Champion—VFW ‘Voice of Democracy” Competition 
Prospect Heights, lilinois 


SPONSOR: Department of Illinois, Veterans of Foreign Wars 


June 27, 1978 


Dear Reynolds Family, 

I still can't believe it, Did I really sit next to Steve Cauthen, winner 
of the Triple Crown, at dinner last Friday night? 

Was I really discussing the CIA with Admiral Stansfield Turner, Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, after informing him that he was the 
subject of my term paper? 

Did I really take Erma Bombeck, famed humor columnist, out to breakfast 
with some of my friends Sunday morning? 

Could I have discussed my interpretations of the characters in "The Thorn 
Birds" with the boaks author, Colleen McCullough? 

It seems impossible, but all this and much more really did happen at 
the American Academy of Achievements Salute to Excellence week-end in Owensboro, 
Kentucky. 

I admire the Academy greatly, and especially you, the Reynolds family, 
for giving students like me the opportunity to talk to successful people from 
all walks of life, I was interested, excited, and inspired by the stories of 
their lives, JI am now much more confident that if I strive for personal excellence 
as they have done, I, too, can attain my goals. 

Perhaps the most important thing I learned this week-end was that each of 
these highly successful people are just thate people. ‘hey showed me that each 
of us hag the potential for greatness, if only we would pursue our goals with 


dedication, self-discipline, and drive. Now I, too, feel that someday, I will 
Sincerely, 


Bile Lotase 
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make it, Thank you! 
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GAIL CASTEEL 
“Miss FBLA”—Future Business Leaders of America 
Milford, Nebraska 


SPONSOR: Peter Kiewit 


July 3, 1978 


Dear Mr. Reynolds: 


The Banquet of the Golden Plate weekend is an experience | will remember and treasure 
for the rest of my life. Never before have | been surrounded by so many impressive people, 
both students and adults, and never will | be able to express my appreciation enough on being 
able to participate in "The Gathering of the Greats." 


To me, it was truly an "enchanting" weekend. Olivia de Havilland's voice left me speechless; 
Colonel Wegener's modesty put me in awe. Questioning Stansfield Turner made my hands shake; 
eating Kentucky Fried Chicken with Colleen McCullough on the Green estate made my head spin. 
And to stand beside and actually shake hands with Judge John Sirica, a man | have worshipped from 
afar...well, it was a dream come true! 


There are so many things that made the Academy weekend unforgettable: being honored as a 
USA Champion; sitting on a dais opposite such famous and successful individuals; receiving the 
Golden Eagle Award from a former Academy honoree; losing my voice the day before | gave my 
acceptance speech and surviving the rest of the weekend; and appearing on television during the 
Golden Plate Awards. But what impressed and touched me the most was the willingness, the 
enthusiasm, and, above all, the friendliness which all the honorees displayed to us students. 
That is what | will never forget. 


Mr. Reynolds, thank you for one of the greatest experiences a young student could have. 
| only wish every young person could have shared in this fantastic weekend. I'd give the world 


to live it all again! 


Sincerely, 
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Gathering of the Greats— on ae 
And Hopes of Tomorrow 


The Mighty Meet 370 Young Achievers 
At the Olympus of Excellence 


By Judy Bachrach 


OWENSBORO, Ky.—In the middle 
of a corridor, in the middle of the Ex- 
ecutive Inn Rivermont, Cloris 
Leachman ambushes Clark Clifford, 
and blushingly imparts to him her latest 
dream. She’s thinking about going to 
law school. 

“Do it,”’ Clifford advises heartily. He 
gazes warmly down at the actress who 
is dressed entirely in purest 
white—white blouse, long white 
skirt—and white sneakers to match. 
“Do it. Even if you don’t get into it, 
you'll never regret it”... 

Meanwhile 20 Hopes of Tomorrow, 
graduating high school seniors from all 
over, none of them a shade over 18, 
surround the two stars, their eyes shin- 
ing with a special fervor, their little 
autograph books open to a virgin page. 

Thrilling to her new audience, the 
actress continues: ‘‘All the happy peo- 
ple I know are happy in the work 
they're doing. Like—well, like Tom 
Sawyer with the whitewashed fence. 
I'd be happy doing anything! 
Anythingl... 

The Hopes of Tomorrow look sur- 
prised. They have come to Owensboro, 
honor students and symbols of ex- 
cellence, to hear about striving, about 
achievement, about inspiration from 
the stars... 


It is called The American Academy 
of Achievement; their 17th annual 
Salute to Excellence described as “A 
Gathering of the Greats.” Debby 
Boone with her newly permed hair; 
Howard Jarvis, ornery papa of Proposi- 
tion 13; jockey Steve Cauthen, the new 
object of mini-lust among schoolgirls; 
editorial cartoonist Tony Auth; CIA 
Director Stansfield Turner; FBI Direc- 
tor William Webster; Col. Harland 
Sanders at 87; Armand Hammer, Oc- 
cidental Petroleum chief; a 12-year-old 
genius enrolled in pre-law and pre-med 
at the University of Southern Califor- 
nia; German anti-terrorist Col, Ulrich 
‘Wegener; Edward Asner, who came 
originally because Cloris Leachman 
told him to; Olivia de Havilland who ar- 
rived because Judge John Sirica asked 
her to; John Sirica who was there 
because Leon Jaworski once asked 
him to come; Helen Hayes, because 
“Brian Reynolds is a very persuasive 
man, as you know.” 


TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 1978 


All these people came to the flat town 
of Owensboro, Ky., for three days of in- 
spiration. All these people and 
more—many of whom had never heard 
(as most people in this world have not} 
of the American Academy of Achieve- 
ment, of Brian Reynolds and his Dream. 

“We're the greatest secret in 
America,’ mourns Reynolds, a short 
pudgy man of 62 who dreamed the 
original Dream 17 long years ago only to 
get “kicked in the face,” only to go 
“through all the sufferings.”” Brian 
Reynolds’ dream, for which he went 
broke, “which may have killed my 
wife,” which he conceived when he was 
photographer for Life magazine...was 
simply this: ‘‘To erect a Mount Olym- 
pian Gathering of the Gods of Achieve- 
ment once a year to meet the greatest 
young achievers of the country.” 

There are tears in Reynolds’ eyes as he 
recounts the agony and the ecstacy of his 
dream, his plate of food untouched and 
growing cold. ‘‘Those young 
achievers,”’ he says, referring to the 370 
students gathered at the Kentucky hotel, 
“they will have the most inspiring, the 
most unforgettable moment of their 
lives right here. 

“We will change their lives, If they 
live to be a hundred they'll never, never, 
NEVER have such an unforgettable mo- 
ment. Hardly”... 

So Brian Reynolds considers himself a 
man of achievement. “There is one 
thing I haven’t achieved,” he says sadly. 
“The Window of America isn’t opened 
on us. I mean television—network televi- 
sion. The Open Window which would 
allow 30, 40, 60 MILLION PEOPLE 
TO BE THRILLED OUT OF THEIR 
SHOES AS THEY WATCH THIS 
TRIBUTE TO THE GREATEST 
ACHIEVERS OF THE WORLD,” 

He swallows once more—hard. There 
is a long silence. When next he speaks, it 
is in a choked whisper, his eyes still 
dewy. ‘‘You see, I can’t talk any more,’* 


See ACHIEVE, C2, Col. I 


Among the achievers: clockwise from top left, 
Debby Boone; Judge John Sirica; Col. Sanders; 
Steve Cauthen; William Webster; left, and 
Stansfield Turner, and Edward Asner. a 


A Gathering of the Greats Where the Mighty Meet 


She tries a cappella, Better, this time. 
A young man raises his hand during 
question time. 


ACHIEVE, From Ct 


Gen. Omar Bradiey, by Bill Luster for The Washington Post. 


Excerpts from a three-page coverage in 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


Tuesday, June 27, 1978 


Stansfield Turner, one of the gods of 
achievement this year, is hee because 
Judge John Sirica, one of the gods of 
achievement last year, asked him to 
come, The CIA director, seated before 
his beef-and-potato dinner, flashes his 
best Navy-recruiting smile ai the three 
California young achievers asross from 
him, allowing it to settle finally on a 
high-school graduate whose name-tag 
reads ‘‘Cassandra Shafer, Student 
Leader of the Year." 

“They call you Cassie or ‘‘Cassan- 
dra?” asks the CLA director. ‘*Cassan- 
dra,” the girl replies archly, ‘they call 
you Stansfield or Stan?’’... 

The first night in Owensboro, right 
before dinner, Brian Reynolds reads the 
young achievers the riot act. Aside from. 
no liquor, aside from the total segrega- 
tion of the sexes with regard to hotel ac- 
comodations (Boys are not allowed on 
the girl’s floors; or vice versa)—aside 
from all this, Reynolds told them one 
other thing. 

Any “impertinent” questions to the 
honored guests, and the young achievers 
would be sent home on the next plane. 
“If you want to be Watergate reporters, 
move to Washington,” said Reynolds... 
—Terrifying screams erupt as, one by 
one the stars arrive on the property: Ed- 
ward Asner, Steve Cauthen, even tiny 
Mariel Aragon, the 12-year-old college 
genius who is mobbed by autograph 
hounds six years her senior. The little 
girl sighs heavily, shaking out her hand: 
‘*Writer’s cramp,’’ she explains 
laconically, 

“Debby! Debby! yells a sardonic Sean 
MacBride as a frizzy-haired woman 
makes her entrance. “Sing! Sing!’ 
chants the audience. 

Debby Boone shakes her head. She 
hasn’t come prepared. The crowd is 
obstinate. The band strikes up, ‘You 
Light Up My Life,” Debby Boone tries 
valiantly. 

‘What comes out is a weak warble. The 
band is playing too high. 

She tries again. Another warble. The 
band is too low. 


“*Yes?”” she smiles encouragingly. 

“Can I buy you a glass of milk later 
tonight?”’ ask the boy with a smirk. 

“‘Impertinent!’* come cries from the 
audience, 


The business-type neo-Horatio Alger 
speeches: Gods of achievement stand 
before the students, in their sober suits, 
ready with ‘I arrived with very little per- 
sonal wealth...Sure that was a dirty, 
scruffy job with the oil refinery, but I 
did it with enthusiasm. I worked hard 
with enthusiasm. In two months I was 
promoted to research engineer. I never 
expect to take a backseat to anyone for 
enthusiasm in approach to a project—’” 

Fred Hartley, head of Union Oil 
of California 

“My story is really the story of 
America which has been told a thousand 
time over. I had an immigrant father 
from Greece who came here on the 
railroad and worked for 50 cents a 
day...Some years ago I went (to Greece) 
to his home [and saw] a little rock house 
and it made me realize what one educa- 
tion and one generation can do because 
my wife and I live in a very nice house in 
Houston.” 

George Mitchell, head of Mitchell 
Energy and Development Corp. 


She wants to be the first woman presi- 
dent of the United States. By law she has 
to wait 23 years to realize her ambition. 

Calmly she rises, 4 feet 7 inches of her, 
a tiny doll in a stiff, full crimson party 
dress and matching knee socks and little 
white shoes, to tell us about it in poised, 
fluid tones: 

“I truly hope this country is ready for 
the first woman president by the time I 
try,”’ says 12-year-old Mariel Aragon, a 
college sophomore, ‘“‘and no earlier.”’ 

She goes on. Life is a challenge. Her 
1Q? “Okay, at the age of 8 I had 156 1Q. 
Now the university (of Southern Califor- 
nia} thinks it about 180.”’... 

Her mother, Mila Aragon, rises next, 
tears streaming down her cheeks, over- 
come by the fact that she is here, 
transported (along with Debby Boone) 
by the private jet of J. Robert Fluor, an 
industrialist who will also be honored... 


According to Reynolds’ son Wayne, 
some of the big sponsors of the 
Academy are Readers Digest, AT&T, 
Coca-Cola, Pepsi, beyond that, Paul 
Smucker (of jam and jelly fame) sup- 
ports it and Paul Anka, W. W. Clements 
of Dr Pepper and Stephen Bechtel of the 
Bechtel group of companies, among 
others are all listed as major or executive 
sponsors... 

“Pm so impressed,” murmurs Helen 
Hayes, as she listens to one of their 
number, “I'm so impressed with the 
captains of industry. You may not agree 
with them, but they're clear-thinking.”” 

Hayes comes back year after year, as 
does Cloris Leachman (‘‘Look at all 
these kids I have to inspire!”’}, Edward 
Teller and Paul Smucker, who hands out 
little business cards with strawberries on 
them. But no one is higher on the 
Academy than John Sirica, honored last 
year and co-chairman this year. He gets 
up there and tells the students how he 
dropped out of law school, how he 
wanted to be a boxer...“‘And then I 
usually say, ‘If Sirica made it, you can 
to,’ I like to feel these youngsters out. 
They’re the trustees of our posterity.” 

But there are others here who find the 
event a little curious: so many disparate 
and unconnected stimuli, so many Polo- 
nian calls for inspiration mixed in with 
teal fervor. So may famous faces that 
Brian Reynolds plucks like a gardener in 
an eternally blooming hot-house... 

The banquet takes place on the last 
night of the event—a 1,250-person af- 
fair... 

The local public TV camera is whirr- 
ing; 40 specially honored students are 
repeating their heartfelt thanks. 

Finally the end and the climax of the 
evening arrives: Danny Scholl, Han- 
dicapped American of 1970. He tells us 
the story of his strokes, and then laun- 
ches into song: The Impossible Dream, 
which is the Academy’s theme song, 

“Look!?* whispers Mila Aragon, 
pointing to a dais. ‘““My daughter 
—Look! She’s crying.” 

And sure enough, the 12-year-old 
genius is sobbing openly over “The Im- 
possible Dream,” wiping away tears. 

Brian Reynolds can scarcely talk. 
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Academy of Achievement 


elebrities are coming 


By KEITH LAWRENCE 
Massengar-Inquirer 

Tf some of the people you pass on the 
streets of Owensboro this week look like 
celebrities, it's probably because they 
are, 

Forty-three famous personalities from 
various fields along with 350 ‘‘outstand- 
ing” young people including Leslie Grif- 
fiths (Miss Teenage America) and Kim 
Crosby (America’s Junior Miss) will 
begin arriving Thursday for the American 
Academy of Achievement's 17th annual 
“Salute to Excellence” weekend retreat 
at the Executive Inn Rivermont. 

Traffic into the Owensboro-Daviess 
County Airport Is expected to increase 
dramatically with 50 to 100 private jets ex- 
pected. 


Security around the Executive Inn — 
and wherever the celebrities go — will 
also increase dramatically. 

One reason for precautions will be the 
presence of both FEI Director William 
Webster and CIA Director Stansfield 
Turner, who will each receive the Acade- 
my’s Golden Plate Award at a banquet 
Saturday night. 

‘The Owensboro Police Department and 
Daviess County Sheriff's Department 
plan to increase their normal security and 
FBI and Secret Service personnel will be 
guarding the federal officials. 

‘The organization, founded in 1961 by 
Brian Reynolds of Viera, Va., has never 
before held its annua] weekend retreat in 
a city as small as Owensboro. 

It was developer Bob Green, a 1968 hon- 
oree, who brought the gathering here by 
putting up $40,000 to host the affair. His 


Executive Inn in Evansville hosted a simi- 
lar gathering in 1975. 

Although a few of those previously 
scheduled to attend this year’s gathering 
had to cancel in recent days, the list of 
those coming is no less impressive. 

Past honorees who will be in town to 
present this year’s Golden Plate awards 
include Helen Hayes, “First Lady of the 
American Theatre;'' Lowell Thomas, 
broadcaster and explorer; Stephen D. 
Bechtel, director of an international con- 
struction empire; Edward Asner, winner 
of four Emmy awards; Col. Harland 
Sanders, founder of the Kentucky Fried 
Chicken chain. 

Gen. Jimmy Doolittle; Louis Nizer, at- 
torney and author; Cloris Leachman, 
Oscar and Emmy winner; Edward Teller, 
nuclear physicist; Michael DeBakey, 
heart surgeon; John D. deButts, chair- 
man of AT&T; Admiral James Stockdale; 
and Judge John Sirica. 

Sirica will also be honored with the Aca- 
demy’s seventh annual Founder’s Medal 
during the banquet. 

‘Those slated to be honored at this year’s 
“Salute to Exellence” event include: 

Olivia. de Havilland, two-time Oscar 
winner as best actress; hockey star 
Gordie Howe; former Secretary of De- 
fense Clark Clifford; jockey Steve Cau- 
then; singer Debby Boone; activist 
minister the Rev. Jesse Jackson; Hanns 
Kornell, winemaker. 

Dorothy Kelly, stewardess heroine of an 
air disaster in the Canary Islands; humor 
columnist Erma Bombeck; Tom Landry, 
coach of the Dallas Cowboys; author Col- 
Jeen McCullough; historian Arthur M. 


Schlesinger Jr.; editorial cartoonist Tony 
Auth; U.S. Sen. Wendell Ford. 

Gen. Omar Bradley, America’s only 
living five-star general; Col. Ulrich 
Wegner, West German commande leader 
involved in the rescue of 66 skyjacked pas- 
sengers in Somolia; Robert 0. Anderson, 
chairman of the board of Atlantic Rich- 
field Co.; Fred L. Hartley, chairman of 
Union Oil Co. of California. 

Edgar F. Kaiser Jr., president of Kaiser 
Resources; Dr. Armand Hammer, chair- 
man of Occidential Petroleum Corp.; J. 
Robert Fluor, head of a multi-billion- 
dollar international construction firm; 
Frank M. Johnson Jr., chief judge of the 
US. District Court in Montgomery, Ala.; 
Sean McBride, 1974 Nobel Peace Prize 
winner; Howard Jarvis, author and cru- 
sader for California’s Proposition 13 tax 
rollback. E 

Dr. Andrew V. Schally, a 1977 Nobel 
Prize winner for research on the hypotha- 
lamus — the body’s master gland; Dr. 
Phillip W. Anderson, a 1977 Nobel Prize 
winner in physics; Carl Linder, chairman 
of American Financial Corp.; and George 
Mitchell, a Texas oilman known as '‘Hous- 
ton’s master builder.”’ 

Participants in the weekend’s activitles 
will begin arriving in Owensboro Thurs- 
day. Activities that day are mostly geared 
to thé student honorees. 

A students’ reception begins at 7 p.m. 
followed by a dinner at 7:30 for all guests 
who have arrived by that time, 

Lowell Thomas, co-chairman bf the 
awards council, will address the gather- 
ing on that night. 

Friday morning a symposium featuring 


Lowell Thomas 


short aderesses by the honorees will be 
conducted for the students in the Show- 
room Loinge. The luncheon program will 
include acelebrity speaker. 

Fridaynight the honorees will travel by 
bus to Ton Green’s home on U.S. 60 West 
where Ci. Harland Sanders will host an 
informal fried chicken dinner. 

The eening is billed as a ‘Salute to 
Debby Joone:”' Miss Boone will receive 
her Gollen Plate award that night be- 
cause & previous engagement will not 
allow he to attend the Saturday night 
banquet. 

Saturday morning will begin with anoth- 
er symposium followed by a “Golden 
Eagle Avards” lunch saluting champion 
Americm students. 

An afternoon symposiwn will feature 
short talks by various presenters of this 
year's awards. 


At? par. the Banquet of the Golden 
Plate wih begin. It will be foilowed by a 
reception and dance. All celebrities 
except Mis Boone are scheduled to 
attend this event, 
| Guests willbegin leaving Sunday morn- 
ing. 


‘The Academy was initiated with three 
aims, according to Reynolds — to inspire 
youth, to broader the recognition of men 
and women of exceptional accomplish- 
ment, to salute all men who give their best 
efforts to their daily tasks and to foster an. 
international spirit of understanding. 
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A ‘Who’s Who’ of celebrities 


will be saluted in Owensboro 


By BILL OSINSKI 
Courfar-Journal Saft Writer 

OWENSBORO, Ky. — The term VIP 
will become worn through overuse in 
Owensboro this weekend, as the pace- 
setters from every walk of American 
life gather for a convention of super- 
achievers. 

The list of guests reads like the upper 
strata of “Who's Who In America”: 


Tax repeal crusader Howard Jarvis; 
Kentucky's wonder jockey Steve 
Cauthen; CIA Director Stansfield Turn 
er; U.S. Army General Omar Bradley; 
singer Debby Boone; civil rights activist 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson; Occidental Pe- 
troleum Board Chairman Armand Ham- 
mer; Dailas Cowboys Coach Tom 
Landry; U.S. District Judge John Sirica, 
who presided over the Watergate trials; 
three 1977 Nobel Prize winners, and 
scores of others. 


They come to Owensboro to.be hon- 
cred for their accomplishments and to 
share their success storles with 350 of 
the nation’s most honored young people 
— high school students who have re- 
ceived national recognition from groups 


like the Boys’ Clubs of America, the Fu- 
ture Farmers of America, the American 
Legion, the Presidential Scholarship 
program and national journalism or- 
ganizations. 

They will all be taking part in the 
17th Annual “Salute to Excellence” 
weekend, sponsored by the Virginia- 
based American Academy of Achieve- 
ment, a family-run, non-profit organiza- 
tion that exists mainly to put on the “Sa- 
hute.” 


The sprinkling of so much stardust 
onto this normaliy quiet river city has 
already set Owensboro’s summer spin- 
ning. A flock of 25 to 30 private jets 
carrying the industrialist guests will 
jand at the city’s smail airport. Local 
businessmen have been recruited to act 
as greeters. 


Other than the challenge of simply 
getting all these high-powered people to 
a city without a commercial airport, 
Wayne Reynolds, awards director for 
the academy, said the biggest challenge 
is“getting the honoree to come to 
Owensboro, when they've never heard 
of Owensboro.” 


More than 75 percent of those invited 
have agreed to attend, he said. 


The estimated $300,000 cost of the af- 
fair is underwritten by sponsorships do- 
nated by major businesses across the 
country. About $40,000 of that sum was 
donated by Kentucky coal operator and 
hotelier Robert E. Green, at whose Ex- 
ecutive Inn most of the weekend's 
events will be staged. Green is consid- 
ered the main reason the “Salute” is 
being held in Owensboro. 


Besides the expenses in staging the 
event, the funds go for transporting the 
VIPS to Owensboro. 


The basic idea behind the weekend is 
to have the super-achievers “share a 
weekend with the cream of American 
youth,” according to Brian Reynolds, 
the academy founder and the father of 
Wayne Reynolds. 

“Most of the guests get more of a jolt 
from meeting the kids than they antici- 
pated,” the eider Reynolds said. 

Each youth picked to attend “aln’t 
never going to meet people like this 
See OWENSBORO 

PAGE 5, col. 1, this section 


Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000100100002-4 


TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 


Clark Clifford addresses 
top high school students 


By BILL BERGSTROM 
Associated Press Writer 

OWENSBORO, Ky. (AP) — Clark 
Clifford, former presidential adviser 
and defense secretary, sent some of 
the country’s top high school students 
home from a weekend gathering with 
the advice not to worry about making 
mistakes. 

Clifford was one of scores of 
celebrities who addressed a black-tie 
dinner Saturday night ‘that ended the 
American Academy of Achievement's 
weekend ‘Salute to Excellence.” 
About 350 students, picked from 
among high school leaders, attended. 

Clifford told a story of a man who 
attributed his success to ‘making all 
the right decisions,” 

A questioner asked how he knew the 
right decisions, and the man answered 
“experience,” Clifford related. 

How did he get the experience, the 
questioner pressed, and the man 
replied, “making all the wrong deci- 
sions.” 

Clifford said mistakes “are not 
setbacks if you keep that in mind and 
go on and recover from them.” 

In three days ot programs, the 
students heard and often questioned 
adults who have reached prominence 
in nearly-every field. 

Sparks flew at one point when 
Howard Jarvis, author of California’s 
Propositon 13, defended the tax- 
limiting measure under questioning by 
a student who asked how spending cuts 
could be made without hurting schools, 

Jarvis maintained that the measure 
would not mean teacher layoffs or cuts 
in “necessary services,’’ though he 
admitted he did not consider programs 
such as summer school necessary. 

The meeting drew a story book-like 
collection of the famous. Washington 
lawyer Clark Clifford, attorney-author 
Louis Nizer and historian Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr. signed programs for 
the students. 

Judge John Sirica, who presided 
over the Watergate trials, posed for 
pictures with admirers in the hotel 
lobby, and singer Debby Boone made a 
brief appearance and sang a few bars 
of her hit, ‘You Light Up My Life.” 

Steve Cauthen, 18-year-old Triple 
Crown winning jockey, to'd the 
students he never matched their 
scholastic achievements but, “luckily, 
I found something I could do, which 
was ride horses.” 

Gens. Omar Bradley and Jimmy 
Dolittle, columnist Erma Bombeck, 
actresses Helen Hayes and Olivia de 
Havilland, hockey great Gordie Howe, 
Dallas Cowboys Coach Tom Landry, 
CIA Director Stansfield Turner, Nobel 
Prize winning physicist Philip W. An- 


Owensboro has a 


starry weekend coming 


Continued from Page One 

again in his life," Reynolds said. In ad- 
dition, he said, the gathering provides a 
rare opportunity for the teading scien- 
tists, businessmen, entertainers, politi- 
cal figures and athletes to meet each 
other. 

Reynolds describes these gatherings 
as “Mount Olympus come to life." 

it was his experiences as a front-line 
photographer for Life and Look maga- 
zines that led him to the concept that 
resulted in the annual weekends, Reyn- 
olds said. He explained that while pho- 
tographing celebrities and world iead- 
ers, he oftén thought provision should 
be made to get them ail together occa- 
sionally, 

He started the awards program in 
1961 and ran the weekend out of his 
own funds for the first several years, he 
said. “It almost destroyed my career, 
and there was no income.” 

Just when the program was about to 
#0 under, he said, the 1963 assassination 
of former President Jonn F. Kennedy 
provided a market for saies of exclusive 
pictures that Reynolds had previously 
taken of Kennedy and his wife at home 
in Hyannisport, Mass. That money en- 
abled him to keep the program afloat, 
until the time in 1966, when a group of 
the business honorees began the spon- 
sorship program that now sustains the 
academy. 


The contributors play no part in the 
selection of either the adult or youth 
participants, Reynolds said. 

The permanent staff of the academy 
consists primarily of Reynolds and his 
sons Wayne and Ron. The sons do much 
of the organizing for the annua! affair, 
while the elder Reynolds gets the neces- 
sary sponsors. 

Besides those already mentioned, 
those scheduled to be honored at this 
year’s weekend include: 

Actress Olivia de Havilland; hockey 
great Gordie Howe; prominent Washing- 
ton attorney Clark Clifford; winemaker 
Hanns Kornell; stewardess Dorothy Kel- 
ly, a heroine of the 1977 airplane disas- 
ter in the Canary Islands; humor colum- 
nist Erma Bombeck; historian Arthur 
Schlesinger; Philadelphia Inquirer edi- 
torial cartoonist Tony Auth; West Ger- 
man Col. Ulrich Wegener, a leader of 
the commando rescue of 86 hostages in 
a 1977 skyjacking in Somalia; Robert 0. 
Anderson, board chairman of Atlantic 
Richfield Co.; Fred L. Hartley, board 


chairman of Union Oll of California; Ed-. 


gar F. Kaiser, president of Kaiser Re- 
sources; Robert Fluor, head of an inter- 
national construction firm; U.S. District 
Judge Frank M. Johnson of Alabama; 
Sean MacBride, 1974 Nobel Peace Prize 
winner; Dr. Andrew V. Schally, 1977 No- 
bei winner in medicine; Dr. Philip W. 
Anderson. 1977 Nobel winner in phys- 


derson and industrialists Armand 
Hammer, and Edgar F. Kaiser were 
among the celebrities. 

Television star Ed Asner, master of 
ceremonies for the black-tie dinner 
Saturday night, called it “a wild 
carnival of faces."” 

Students said they felt inspired by 
exposure to the notables, whom they 
pursued almost as avidly for 
autographs as for advice. 

“A lot of the businessmen here are 
like the American dream,” said 
Margaret L. Forchheim, a presidential 
scholar from York, Pa, “You don’t 
think of that happening except in F. 
Scott Fitzgerald novels.”’ 

Kim Crosby, 17, America’s Junior 
Miss, said “it seemed like a lot of these 
people started from impossible odds,” 

Judge Sirica, for example, told the 
students he ‘came along at a time 
when I didn’t need the outstanding 
qualifications that you have,” and 
twice dropped out of law school in his 
youth. Gordie Howe said only one thing 
kept him out of college — high school. 

Nizer cited thorough preparation as 
essential for any endeavor, and Clif- 
ford said 16 years as a trial lawyer had 
been essential in preparing for his: 
Washington career as a presidential 
adviser, cabinet member and $1 
million a year attorney. 

Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist 
Tony Auth of the Philadelphia Inquirer 
told the students, “Don’t be seduced 
(by success)...the 40 or.so honorees 
here are among the most indi- 
vidualistic and least willing to con- 
form.” 

Colonel Harland Sanders, builder of 
a fried chicken empire, said “all these 
big fellows started-smalt:..if you're 
convinced it’s good, don’t give up.” 

ULS, Sen. Wendell Ford, D-Ky., ad- 
vised ‘don’t get too big for your 
britches.” 

Ford, whose hometown is Owen 
sboro, sald he thought the students 
enjoyed having the meeting in the Ohio 
River city of 53,000, though it usually is 
held in larger cities. 

“This is the real America,” he said. 
“They're really getting a kick out of 
getting out of New York, out af 
Chicago, San Francisco or wherever.”* 

One student didn’t entirely agree. 
Edgar W. Pagan III, a National Merit 
Scholarship semifinalist, said at- 
tending the meeting offered him little 
change ‘of scene, ‘It’s about a 15 
minute drive,” said Pagan, a student 
at Owensboro Apollo High. 

The Salute to Excellence was held at 
Orlando, Fla., last year and is 
scheduled for Salt Lake City next year. 


ics; Carl Linder, chairman of American 
Financial Corp.; FBI Director William 
Webster; and George Mitchell, a Texas 
oilman and builder. 


Some of the celebrities and previous 
honorees who will participate in the 
program and the awards presentation 
will include: 


Actress Helen Hayes, broadcaster 
Lowell Thomas; television star Ed 
Asner; Stephen D. Bechtel, head of a 
giant construction firm; Gen. Jimmy 
Doolittle; attorney Louis Nizer, actress 
Cloris Leachman; physicist Dr. Edward 
Teller; heart surgeon Dr. Michael 
Debakey; U.S. Navy Adm. John Stack- 
dale; and Col, Harlan Sanders, of Ken- 
tucky Fried Chicken fame. 


Some of the highlights of this year's 
event will be a banquet featuring Low- 
ell Thomas Thursday evening, a Friday 
luncheon featuring Judge Johnson, a 
Friday evening informal awards cere- 
mony hasted by Col. Sanders on Green’s 
son’s estate near Owensboro and featur- 
ing awards to Miss Boone and Cauthen. 


The main event of the weekend will 
be the Banquet of the Golden Plate on 
Saturday night, where all the honorees 
will receive inscribed plates, 
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Friday ceremony a night for the young 


By DAN LOOKER 
Messenger-Inquirer 

It was a night for the young. 

The recipients of Friday evening’s 
Academy of Achievement Gold Plate 
Awards were nearly as young as their au- 
dience of high school students. 

At 21, singer Debby Boone has outsold 
single records by the Beatles, Elvis Pres- 
ley and her father, Pat Boone, with her 
hit, “You Light Up My Life.” At a mere 
18, jockey Steve Cauthen, winner of the 
Triple Crown, has become the boy wonder 
of horse racing. 

But when they faced their peers, high 


school academic whizzes and super 
achievers from across America, they 
were modest and almost self-effacing. 

“Looking at all of you and knowing 
that you are achievers, especially aca- 
demically, I feel a little out of place,” Ms. 
Boone said, revealing that she hasn’t had 
one semester hour of college education 
and that at one time she aspired to be a 
beautician, not a singer. 

The students weren't too demanding 
with their questions. All they really 
wanted was to hear Debbie Boone sing. 

“I didn’t come prepared to sing,” she 
said. ‘I don’t have any instrumentation.” 


Someone started playing an electric organ 
at the back of the yellow canopy on the 
Robert Green estate, where the award 
dinner was held, west of the city. After the 
organist tried several keys, he found one 
that wasn't too high or too low and Ms. 
Boone sang a few bars of her hit record. 

Cauthen was low-key. 

“You all must be very special because 
you’ve got an awful lot of nice people set- 
ting this up for you and so on and so 
forth,” he said. 

“T was no great student, I might as 
well tell you from the very beginning,”’ he 
added, conceding that his grades fell inta 


“the C’s and a few D’s here and there.” 

He said modestly that he had no grand 
scheme for his life, that he liked baseball 
and football ‘‘but they outgrew me.’’ He 
discovered he could ride horses and 
“make a living at it.” 


When asked what he plans to do after 
he quits riding as a jockey, he said he 
might become a trainer, go back to col- 
lege to become a veterinarian, or ‘‘maybe 
T’l] just open up a corner drug store.” 


What did some of those bright contem- 
poraries in the audience think of rubbing 
shoulders with Judge John Sirica, Gen. 


Col. Harland Sanders and jockey Steve Cauthen met for the first time at the 
Tom Green estate on U.S. 60 west of Owensboro Friday. Judy Bachrach, left, of 
the Washington Post observes the meeting. The occasion was a picnic for Ameri- 


—Bill Kyle, Messenger-Inquirar 


can Academy of Achievement honorees. Besides Cauthen and Sanders, picnick- 
ers included Ed Asner, Debby Bome, Cloris Leachman, Tom Landry, John 


Sirica, Sen. Wendel! Ford and Gov. Julian Carroll. 


Omar Bradley, Helen Hayes and Jimmy 
Doolittle? 

Their applause for the glamourous and 
the powerful seemed to reflect the fast 
pace of contemporary history. It was tele- 
vision star Ed Asner who got one of the 
biggest standing ovations when celeb- 
rities were introduced. It was Asner who 
was greeted with screams and the out- 
stretched arms of autograph seekers 
when he arrived for dinner before that. 

One student said she admired his 
acting. ‘I’ve heard the name Helen Hayes. 
but I don’t know wha she is. It’s the same 
with Doolittle.” 


But none of the students scoffed at the 
value of rubbing shoulders with ali those 
famous people. 

Seventeen-year-old Kim Crosby, some- 
thing a celebrity herself as America’s 
Junior Miss, said the well-known guests 
gave her more self confidence when she 
discovered they seemed genuinely inter- 
ested in the high school students. 

“They told us we’re not here to spend 
time with them; they’re here te spend 
time with us.” 
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“Seeing Cloris Leachman show up in 
tennis shoes made me feel good,’ added 
Lisa K. Edison of Minot, N.D. 

What did the students learn from all 
those famous people? 

Kim Crosby said she found that you 
can still do what you want to in America if 
you set goals for yourself and work 
toward them. “It seemed ‘like a lot of 
these people started from impossible 
odds,” she said. 

Some of the students got a small boost 
from corporate America this week. 

U.S. Steel brought Margaret L. Forch- 
heim, a presidential scholar from York, 
Pa., to Owensboro. Beatrice Foods picked 
up the tab for National Merit Semifinalist 
Debra K. Miller of Beatrice, Neb. Neither 
knew how much the trip cost. 

Ms. Miller wasn’t impressed by the au- 
tograph signing. 


“This stuff, I think is kind of ridicu- 
lous, this mobbing peopie.’’ During the 
day, however, ‘‘you get to talk to people in 
a little more normal surrounding; this is a 
game,” she said, as the click of photogra- 
phers’ cameras drifted across the grass 
from groups of students and reporters 
clustered around Sirica, Cauthen, Asner 
and others. 

Ms. Forchheim thought the whole 
event was planned “‘to inspire you to 
greater heights . . . A let of the business- 
men here are like the American dream. 
You don’t think of that occurring except in 
F. Scott Fitzgerald novels.” 


When asked if she believed that Ameri- 
can dream of rags to riches success, Ms. 
Forchheim replied, ‘It was real at one 
time. I don’t know if it is real anymore or 
not.”’ 


Speakers try to inspire student leaders 


By KEITH LAWRENCE 
Messenger-Inquirer 

It was like watching a wax museum 
come te life. 

Lowell Thomas, Olivia De Havilland 
and Judge John Sirica strolled around, 
signed autographs and talked to clusters 
of high school student leaders from 
around the country. 

Up on the stage Col, Harland Sanders, 
Gen. Omar Bradley, Judge Frank John- 
son, Coil. Ulrich Wegener and others 
talked about themselves and tried to in- 
spire the youngsters to make the most of 
their future. 

It was hard not to be inspired. Few of 
those men began life with half the advan- 
tages of some of the students. Most of 
them lived the classic American rags-to- 
riches story. 

They made it sound so easy. In the few 
minutes they spoke there wasn’t time to 
tell about the price they had paid. But you 
could see it by watching some of them as 
they walked around the Executive Inn 
Rivermont during the American Acade- 
my of Achievement convention. 

For instance, every time you saw Col. 
Wegener, the West German commando 
hero, you also saw the eight bodyguards 
who dog his footsteps to protect him. That 
was part of the price he paid for the week- 
end’s honors. 

Whoever had the flashbulb concession 
was making a mint. Students were busy 
snapping pictures of celebrities and new 
friends and there was a constant twin- 
Kling of flashes as a new speaker was in- 
troduced. 


This, in capsule form, is what students 
at the symposium in the International 
Room and Showroom Lounge heard from 
a dozen speakers in seven hours Friday: 

Sanders: “‘All these big fellows here 
started small... . Don’t give up... . If 
you're convinced it’s good, don’t give up. 
. , Don’t look for fringe benefits’ 

His fried chicken empire was started 
with a $105 Social Security check in 1952 
after an interstate highway built seven 
miles from his family restaurant in 
Corbin, Ky., put him out of business. 


He sold the franchise business 7'2 years 
later for $2 million. ‘It doesn’t take but 
about three or four years to go back from 
riches to rags, I can tell you that,” he 
said. 


» Pulitizer Prize-winning cartoonist 
Tony Auth of the Philadelphia Inquirer: 
“Don’t be seduced (by success). The 40 or 
so honorees here are among the most indi- 
vidualistic and the least willing to con- 
form. Society heaps most of its honors on 
those who conform but gives its highest 
honors to those who do not.” 

“Washington is the ultimate seduction 
capital. I find it uncomfortable to associ- 
ate with people I might be drawing later.” 

yw Texas oilman and master builder 
George Mitchell: Son of Greek imigrants, 
Mitchell began his career as a roughneck 
in Louisiana oilfields. He told the stu- 
dents, ‘‘My story is really the story of 
America. ' 

“Sometimes you do things that are 
risky and don’t make sense. But somehow 
they work out.” 

He predicted America would solve its 
energy problems in the next 20 years 
“even with the muddling in Congress or 15 
years with their help.” 

For the students, he said, ‘‘There are 
great opportunities ahead. All the honor- 
ees here would like to be in your place. I 
envy the future. I envy you and I salute 
you.” 

w US. Sen. Wendell Ford: Ford em- 
phasized his farm roots as ‘the boy from 
Yellow Creek’’ and told of days spent 
plowing behind a mule and weekend trips 
to the city (Owensboro). 

“Congress is imperfect because we 
don’t know all the answers. There are no 


victories in Washington, just varying ce- 
grees of defeat. Congress has given this 
country too many regulations and bo 
much paper work.” 

He advised them, ‘‘Don’t get too big fr 
your britches. If you de, somebody will 
bring you back to earth when you least 
expect it.” 

s Col. Wegener: He told of his work as 
commander of an anti-terrorist unit aid 
advised the students, ‘‘You can fight inte- 
erance and you can do a lot more.” 

He noted that as far as is known thereis 
not now a worldwide terrorist organia- 
tion but there is a growing internationai- 
zation of terrorism. 

Judge Johnson: He recounted tie 
civil rights struggles in the South during 
the ‘60s and read to the students Hs 
charge to a federal jury hearing the cas*s 
of three Ku Klux Klansmen charged wih 
conspiring to violate the civil rights ofa 
woman civil rights worker they had 
killed. 

“It's difficult now te imagine the social 
and economic pressures on that jury,”’ he 
said. But they returned a verdict of guilty. 

Asked about reverse discriminaticn 
cases, he said, “I don't think there’s any 
such thing. It’s just plain discrimination.” 

wv Gen. Bradiey, the only one to draw a 
standing ovation: ‘In this audience is our 
future leadership. Did you ever see a lary 
man get very far:? Humility is a great 
asset. Don’t think you know it all. Be 
humble. Never give up. We have the 
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greatest country in the world and the best 
soldiers.” 

vy Fred L. Hartley, chairman of Union 
Oil of California:‘‘Try to be enthusiastic 
about whatever you do. Those that do it 
best get the business. We’ve got to stop 
those in America who are trying to bring 
our system to an end.”’ 

He said, “I don’t accept that we’re a 
nation that must live within its limits.” 
His company is involved in geothermal 
steam production which is meeting 
energy needs that way and he hopes to see 
shale oil filling many oil needs in the near 
future. 


Singer Debby Boone talks to Col. 


Harland Sanders of 


Shale oil reserves in this country could 
make those in the Mideast look dim by 
comparison, he said. 

» Hans Kornell, a California winemak- 
er, who came to America after fleeing-a 
Nazi concentration camp: ‘‘This is sure a 
long way from that concentration camp.” 

He told the audience he had been Ken- 
tucky’s first champagne maker in 1941 
before moving to California. 

“Tf you make a mistake, admit it. Don’t 
hide anything. Eventually it comes out. 
Never accept no as an answer. It’s still a 
free country. Maybe it’s a little harder, 
but it’s a wonderful feeling to be indepen- 


fried chicken fame Friday before a picnic for American estate. 


dent.” 


He drew applause when he criticized the 


age 21 limit on drinking of alcoholic beve- 
rages. “If our youth get wine and drink it 
moderately, we won't have the problems 
we have now,” he said. 


Sean MacBride, former foreign min- 
ister of Ireland, founder of Amnesty Inter- 
national and 1974 Nobel Peace Prize 
winner: ‘The most important thing in a 
democracy is your right to hold and ex- 
press your opinion... . We are living 
through an extremely dangerous peri- 
od....We must keep the world from hur- 
tling itself into self-destruction.” 


jamiliea, Messenger-Inquirar 


Academy of Achievement honorees held at the Tom Green 
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| Achieve 


You Achieve 
He Achieves 


By Judith Anderson 


Patrick Schmitz, a June high school graduate, 
could hardly believe it. There he was, sitting in a hotel 
dining room-in Owensboro, Ky., when up walked a man 
who looked vaguely familiar and said: 


“Hi, I'm Stan Turner. Mind if I sit with you?” 


Schmitz had no objection at all. “After all, how 
often do you get to eat breakfast with the head of the 
CIA?” he said later, still in shock. 


Stansfield Turner is not the only big-name 
acquaintance Schmitz can drop now in casual conversa- 
tion. Actresses Cloris 
Leachman and Helen 
Hayes, lawyer Louis Niz- 
er, historian Arthur 
Schlesinger, TV star Ed 
Asner, columnist Erma 
Bombeck, General Omar 
Bradley and Colonel (Ken- 
tucky Fried Chicken) 
Sanders also figure 
among the people Schmitz 
has shaken hands with, 
dined next to and ques- 
tioned about their various 
professions. 


What Schmitz, 18, 
and a graduate of Santa 
Teresa High in San Jose, 
now describes as “easily 
the major event of my life 
so far,” was a conference 
in Kentucky last weekend 
for 370 graduating high 
school seniors, and 30 ce- 
Becky Johnson found lebrity-adults, all chosen 


the celebrities talkative for their outstanding 
achievements. 


It Was sponsored by 


“tne American Academy of Achievement. a non-profit 


organization created 17 years ago to give high school 
seniors who have already been recognized for their 
work through scholarships and awards. and who show 
promise of being leaders, a chance to meet adults who 
have excelled in their professions. 


Or as the academy’s founder, retired photo- 
journalist Brian Reynolds, put it: “To create a real-life 
gathering of the gods.” 


Individuals who have been recognized in previous 
years by the academy and some corporations provide 
financial support — some $300,000 this year to cover all 
expenses for all the participants. 


Reynolds, 62, who retired from photography to run 
his academy from Vienna, Va., said he intended the 
annual event to be the “most fantastic extraordinary 
opportunity of (the students’) lives.” For Pat Schmitz 
and three other young Bay Areans interviewed by The 
Chronicle, it was at least an unforgettable experience. 


All four students said they did not know what to 


Among adult super-achievers at the 
Kentucky conference were, clockwise 
from above left, CIA Director Stansfield 
Turner, General Omar Bradley, jockey 
Steve Cauthen, actor Ed Asner and 


actress Cloris Leachman 


WP it irephote 


expect, largely because none had ever heard of the 
conference or of the academy that sponsors it. 


Becky Johnson, 18 and a graduate of Notre Dame 
High School in Belmont, had a notion that despite 
promises that the students would have a chance to talk 
with celebrities, “they would be stand-offish.” She also 
worried about “what you say to these people.” 


She soon discovered that “they were interested in 
us as much as we were interested in them.” 


Johnson, whose lengthy list of high school 
activities led to the Soroptimists’ international scholar- 
ship and then to the academy conference, found no one 
to talk to about her field of interest — pediatric 
neurology — which she intends to study at Cal Poly. 
She did, however, hear plenty of tales of success 
achieved despite great obstacles. 


She also got close enough to Triple Crown-winnipg 
jockey Steve Cauthen to see that “he’s kinda short.” 
Johnson, a finalist in tonight’s San Mateo County Fiesta 
Dream Gir! pageant, is 5-foot-10. 


Barbara Fonzi, a 17-year-old graduate of Pittsburg 
High School in Pittsburg, noted a lack of women 
leaders in business, which she plans to study at UC- 
Berkeley. But she recalled with pleasure a meeting 
with Colleen McCullough, author of a current bestsell- 
er, “The Thorn Birds.” , 


“She apologized for not clapping for the introduc- 
tions,” Fonzi said, “but when I asked if she would sign 
my book, she said, ‘Yes, I was saving my hands for that.’ 
She was fantastic,” Fonzi added. 


Besides having the chance to mix at parties and 
meals, the students heard each of the 30 adult guests 
recite his life story in short speeches, followed by 
question and answer periods. 


“The common thread through all the speeches was 
a certain amount of determination,” said William 
Knutson, 18, from San Jose’s Pioneer High School. 
“Most had failed and miserabiy, but they picked 
themselves up and kept going again.” They turned out, 
he said, to be “just folks.” 


For the California students, one of the most 
interesting speakers was Howard Jarvis, co-sponsor of 
the property tax reform proposition that Californians 
passed overwhelmingly this month. According to 
Barbara Fonzi, students responded to his speech with 
some tough questions, particularly concerning the 
widespread cancellation of summer school programs. 


“He said he thought that summer school was not 
really a necessity, that school could be taught nine 
months a year,” Fonzi said. 


All four were as impressed with their fellow 
students as they were with the celebrities at the 
conference. 


“Tt was just neat,” Knutson said, “to see all those 
people, exchange ideas and spend all night talking- — 
not knowing if you were rooming with the futute 
president of the United States.” 


Sunday night, the young people were back home, 
full of inspiration and celebrity stories to one-up their 
friends. 


For Becky Johnson, it was also back to reality. It 
had been her weekend to do what needed doing at the 
sheep pens run by the Belmont 4H club, of which she 
has been a member for years. 


“She came home and spent the rest of the 
afternoon shoveling manure,” her mother said, seem- 
ingly as proud of that accomplishment as of all her 
daughter’s other awards. 
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Experience At Golden Plates Banquet Detailed 


By NANCI HELLMICH 

There were “stars” from every aspect of life at the ‘Salute 
To Excellence’ weekend, Jon Meulbroek, a local student who 
attended the conference, said. 

“Leaders of the entertainment world, the business world 
and the military world received the Goiden Plate Awards,”’ 
Meulbroek said. 

Meulbroek and Marla Jane McCullough were the two 
Decatur County American Academy of Achievement Award 
Winners who attended the conference in Owensboro, Ky., 
‘last weekend. 

Miss McCullough who is attending another workshop this 
week was unavailable for comment, but Meulbroek gave the 
Daily News a detailed description of the weekend. 

The Golden Plate Award winners spoke for 10-minute 
symposiums that were followed by a question and answer 
period, during the three days, Meulbroek said. On Saturday 
night the Golden Plate Award Winners were honored at a 
banquet. 

Of all the speakers at the conference, Meulbroek said he 
was most impressed with Tom Landry, head coach of the 
Dallas Cowboys, who explained how he had become suc- 
cessful. 
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Meulbroek said he also enjoyed listening to Gordie Howe 
speak. Howe is a 50-year-old hockey superstar of the New 
England Whalers, who launched his distinguished 
professional career in 1946 at the age of 18. 

Meulbroek said that the crowd gave General Omar 
Bradley, the only living five-star general, a standing ovation 
at the awards banquet. 


Olivia DeHavilland, a motion picture star, well-known for 
her role as Melanie in ‘Gone With The Wind,” also received a 
Golden Plate Award at the banquet. “She was very stage 
conscious, and her remarks were well prepared,” Meulbroek 
said. 

The Honorable Judge John Sirica, a Watergate trial judge, 
made an important disclosure at the conference, Meulbroek 
said. 


“He gave his opinion on Watergate, stating that if 
Watergate had not broken open, the U.S. government would 
be a one-party government because all the big businessmen 
would have poured their money into one party.” 

Howard Jarvis, California’s author of Proposition 13, was 
also a Golden Plate Award winner. 


‘*A lot of students from California were upset with him,” 
Meulbroek said. ‘‘As soon as he got up to speak, students 
started lining up to ask him questions.” 


One girl on the verge of tears told Jarvis that her family 
had worked very bard to get a school for the retarded started 
and now they feared that, due to lack of funds, the school 
would have to be closed. Meulbroek said. ‘‘She got a round of 
applause greater than Jarvis did when they introduced him.” 


“That made him mad and he had to burn her, so he said in a 
rough voice that property taxes won’t be used to support 
school.’ 


On Friday evening two Golden Plate Awards were given to 
Debbie Boone and Steve Cauthen, who had other plans for 
Saturday and could not attend the banquet. 


The Friday night dinner was held at the Colonel Sanders 
estate, where the 350 students ate a dinner of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken. 


“While we were there they made a 30-minute film called 
‘The Colonel and the Kid,’ "’ Meulbroek said. 


“The hotel was beautiful,” Meulbroek continued. ‘“‘They 
told us that the security was heavier than that for Carter 
when he made his trip to Texas.” 


“There were dozens and dozens of FBI and CIA men at the 
conference,’ Meulbroek said. 


Meulbroek and several other students ate breakfast with 
CIA Director Admiral Stansfield Turner. 


Miss McCullough and Jon Meulbroek were chosen as 
representatives from Decatur County based on their out- 
standing scholastic and leadership qualities. Meulbroek is a 
1978 graduate of Greensburg High School and Miss 
McCullough is a 1978 graduate of South Decatur High School. 
The two local students were sponsored by the Greensburg 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 


Frank W. Braden, executive vice president of the Chamber 
and his wife, Iona, were student chaperones for the event. As 
such, they too met and talked with the ‘‘stars.” 

Braden said that Saturday night was the highlight of the 
three days and also the highlight of the many banquets he has 
attended during his career. 
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Song touches 
banquet crowd 


By JIM STOMMEN 
Messanger-Inquirer 

The American Academy of Achieve- 
ment’s “Banquet of the Golden Plate” 
was headlined by more than two-score ce- 
Jebrities, but a relatively unknown person 
drew the strongest round of applause Sat- 
urday night. 

Danny Scholl, 1970 “Handicapped 
American of The Year,” touched the 
crawd of more than 1,000 persons ga- 
thered at the Executive Inn Rivermont. 
Scholl told of injuries he received while 
serving on [wo Jima during World War Il, 
and felated further major illnesses which 
served as backdrop for an outstanding 
rendition of “The Impossible Dream.” 

He suggested the song be a standard 
for the lives of the 350 outstanding young 


jeading California’s Proposition 13 prop- 
erty-tax revolt. 

“We want to make sure that a passion 
for freedom never dies,” the 75-year-old 
Jarvis said. 

Col. Wegener, who also won strong ap- 
plause, called international terrorism “‘a 
cancer on the world.” He said he was 
“calling out to these young leaders to 
strike out against the root causes of ter- 
rorism — injustice, intolerance, and lack 
of freedom.” 

George Mitchell, oilman and builder, 
cited the “extraordinary group of young 
people gathered for this weekend. 

“T saw the excitement in their eyes... . 
it was a most rewarding weekend,” he 
said. 

Colleen McCullough, author of the best 
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Erma played the part: 
Proverbial wallflower 


By HAROLD MARTIN 
Sunday staff writer 

OWENSBORO, Ky. — For Erma 
Bombeck, the scene was so familiar. 

Friday night found 350 of the country’s 
most honored youngsters and a sprinkling 
of the nation’s “stars” gathered for the 17th 
Annual Academy of Achievements “Salute 
to Excellence” weekend. The evening 
included a garden party at the Green 
Estate, with a fried chicken dinner hosted 
by Col. Harlan Sanders, founder of the Ken- 
tucky Fried Chicken chain. 

While everyone else gathered under the 
large yellow-and-white-striped tent that 
served as the picnic-style eating area or 
Tushed to see the Ed Asners, Steve 
Cauthens, Debby Boones, John Siricas and 


Erma Bombeck 


Cioris Leachmans, Erma — one of Ameri- 
ca's most noted humor columnists — 
played a part she descibes as “my loser’s 


her work on the everyday nings of an 
American family. cas 


The writing career was interrupted by 
college; work, marriage and children 
before Erma’s break came when Glenn 
Thompson, then executive editor of the 
Dayton Journal Herald, encouraged her to 
write for a suburban weekly. Her column 
was syndicated a short time later. 

“Being syndicated is something you 
don’t even recognize,” she explained. 
“Because it’s sold doesn’t mean it’s 
read. It’s a competitive situation. I have to 
make it changeable and unpredictable, 
because I know there’s another housewife 


looking over my shoulder thinking she can 
do the same thing.” 


Her columns — from the perils of toilet 
training, diaper rash, laundry and leftovers 
to her name (she wants to bea “Ginger”) — 
are the truth. 


“They're about 110 percent true,” she 
laughed. “Actually, you have to start with a 
premise of truth. I couldn't write about 
someting that wasn't true. People can tell 

rauds.”” 


She describes column writing as enjoy- 
able, but “so muck work.” 


Mrs. Bombeck left her Paradise Valley, 
Ariz., home at mid-week, flew Into St. Louis 
and rode a private plane to Owensboro. She 
flies to Chicago today for a speech to the 
American Library Association before a 
month’s vacation. 


i ‘ "me ca “My husband and I are going to South 
students gathered for the three-day affair. selling novel ‘‘The Thorn Birds,” urged inal | ae 
‘The banquet was the culmination of the the youths to deal with life “intelligently frome ae as a 0 smh 
three-day Academy of Achievement and with a little emotion.” a ; 


which brought students together with hon- 
orees from all walks of life. 

‘The banquet was highlighted by presen- 
tation of Golden Plate Awards to celeb- 
rities ranging from Nobel prize-winning 
physicist Philip Anderson to West 
German commande leader Col. Ulich We- 
gener. Those two, plus 25 others who re- 
ceived awards Saturday night, repeated 
jn their remarks that the highlight of their 
visit was the chance for close contact with 
the outstanding students, frequently de- 
seribed as America's leaders of the 
future. 

During his presentation, winding up the 
44 hour program, Scholl noted, '‘ love 
my country, I am proud of it, and I'm 
proud to have served it. 1 wish more 
people loved it.” 

Prior to singing ‘“‘The Impossible 
Dream,” Scholl told the young people, 
“Don’t give up, continue to be dedicated.”” 

One of the most popular award winners, 
as indicated by audience applause, was 
Howard Jarvis, the man credited with 


Ed Asner addresses the student honorees at the Saturday afternoon symposium 


Dallas Cowboy coach Tom Landry said 
quarterback Roger Staubach (a past aca- 
demy honoree) told him “what a great 
weekend I had in store for me. He under- 
estimated it.” 

Dorothy Kelly, a stewardess recognized 
for heroism during an airplane disaster in 
the Canary Islands last year, called the 
gathering ‘‘an extraordinary experi- 
ence.” 

Owensboro’s U.S. Sen. Wendell Ford 
took it upon himself to speak for the entire 
community when he told the adult and stu- 
dent honorees, ‘Thank you for coming 
and letting us partake of this vast assem- 
bled wisdom.” 

Ford thanked Executive Inn owner Bob 
Green for his efforts in bringing the Aca- 
demy meeting to Owensboro, “‘and letting 
us drink from the well of their know!- 
edge.” 

Industrialist Fred L. Hartley, head of 

Union Oil Co., also praised Green. “You 

have a place here (Executive Inn) we 

can’t duplicate in Los Angeles.” Hartley 


in the Executive Inn’s Showroom Lounge. Asner told the students that they are 
‘freed from the restraints of prior generations” and that they should take advan- 


Lowell Thomas addresses the ‘Banquet of the Golden Plate” held by the Amer- 
ican Academy of Achievement Saturday night at the Executive Inn Rivermont. 


For more stories and photos about the Academy’s ‘Salute to Excellence” week- 
end, see pages 8-A, 9-A and 1-C. 


MT Kye, jerinquirer 


said he believes there are two kinds of 
Americans, dividers and multipliers, and 
said Green is “obviously a multiplier.” 
Puliteer Prize-winning editorial cartoo- 
nist Tony Auth of the Philadelphia Inquir- 
er was another of the most popular 
celebrity honorees as far as the young 
people were concerned. He gave his 
thanks to ‘‘the Bill of Rights, which not 
only asks, but practically demands, that 


every day I ask the most impertinent 
question I can think of.” 

Gen. Omar Bradley received his second 
standing ovation in as many days when he 
was wheeled to the podium to receive his 
award 

He nated he was “a soldier who had the 
privilege to serve my nation. I thank God 
for that privilege.” 


Kyle, Mastenger-Inguirar 


tage of a “first” recorded by his generation, saying, ‘Now more than ever, my 
generation is willing to admit we sure as hell don't have all the answers.” 


Bradley receives 
student ovation 


By JIM STOMMEN 
Messenger-inquirer 

One might expect that a gathering of 
teen-agers, products of a generation con- 
siderably removed from The Great War of 
the 1940s, would have little collective rec- 
ognition of a man whose name cut a swath 
across U.S, military history in that 
decade. 

Not so. During a Friday afternoon sym- 
posium as part of the American Academy 
of Achievement retreat in Owensboro, 
Gen. Omar Bradley received a standing 
ovation from the gathering of 350 honor 
students and youthful champions ga- 
thered for the program. 

Their greeting as America’s only living 
five-star general was transported in his 
wheelchair to the podiurn at the Executive 
Inn Rivermont’s new showroom rep- 
resented their respect for what Bradley 
has accomplished in his mititary career. 
Their applause when he finished his pre- 
sentation represented even more respect 
for what he had said. 

The octogenarian’s message was 
simple: there are principles of leadership 
that apply to all walks of life, principles 
that he urged the outstanding youngsters 
listening to his message to embrace. 

‘The first, physical and mental energy, 
was epitomized by Gen, Sherman, Brad- 
ley said ("I hope not too many of you are 
from Georgia,”’ he added). Sherman 
would go days on end with only two hours 
of sleep a night, said Bradley. 


The second principle endorsed in his 
talk was that of confidence — “‘in yourself 
and your fellow leaders.’* He cited 
Ulysses S. Grant in illustrating that prin- 
ciple, noting that Grant's stubbornness 
and confidence in his plans and his sub-of- 
ficers carried him through many a battle. 


The third of the basic principles backed 
by Bradley was humility. “No one knows 
it all,”’ he said, citing Abraham Lincoln as 
a man who never regarded anyone as 
having something too small for him to 
listen to and try to correct. 


Asked by a student about the treatment 
of Gen. Douglas MacArthur, Bradley 
noted that MacArthur was “one of the 
smartest men I ever knew, but he lacked 
one of the principles 1 mentioned —- humil- 
ity.” Whereas MacArthur had a tendency 
to gather the glory around himself, said 
Bradley, his counterparts on the Euro- 
pean front (Dwight Eisenhower and Brad- 
ley himself) wauld direct the praise 
elsewhere. “We'd give (Gen. George) 
Patton the credit; give Patton a headline 
and he’d go 30 miles. What were we after? 
We were after 30 miles'” 


Bradley is no hawk, desplte his refer- 
ence to the need ta have a draft act on the 
books to cut the timetable for getting re- 
placement recruits into the military 
system in the event of a war, 


Noting that Russia has new equipment 
and is improving its military strength reg- 
ularly; Bradiey noted: 

“They're a very strong force. . . [hope 


we never have to fight them or anybody.” 
And that won strong applause. 


Col. Sanders meets 
Tony Auth — again 


Bill Kyle, Matsanger-Inquicer 


By KEITH LAWRENCE 
Massenger-Inquirer 

Col. Harland Sanders had never met 
Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Tony 
Auth, but Auth felt like he had known the 
Colonel for a long time. 

Wendell Ford and Dr. Michael DeBakey 
have met before but under less pleasant 
circumstances. 

Auth and Ford are in Owensboro this 
weekend to receive the prestigious 
“Golden Plate Award” from the Ameri- 
can Academy of Achievement. 

Sanders and DeBakey are here to pre- 
sent the awards. 

Auth told a symposium audience Friday 
he was looking forward to meeting the Co- 
Jonel — since he had kidnapped the fried 
chicken king back in his college days. 

Well, it wasn’t really the Colonel he 
helped heist, but a statue of him that be- 
longed to a Los Angeles franchise. 


As students at the symposium roared 
with laughter, Auth recounted the plot 
that he and some friends successfuily 
used. 

When the surrogate Colonel was safely 
in tow, they tied him up, took him to a har 
and ordered him a drink. For months, 
they sent pictures of the bound statue in 
such exotic locations as Paris and Min- 
neapolis to the franchise manager, along 
with strange ransom notes. 

Finally, the Colonel was returned to the 
franchise ‘‘somewhat the worse for 
wear,” he laughed. 

DeBakey and Ford met a few years ago 
when Ford was governor. And Ford told 
the audience he still has scars on his body 
to prove that he met DeBakey. 

DeBakey, an internationally’ famous 
heart surgeon, performed open-heart sur- 
gery on Ford. And, as Ford said, “He 
saved my life.” 


Famous achievers 


Actor Ed Asner, left, holds his pen between his feeth as he takes a break in 
signing autographs at a picnic in Owensboro at the American Academy of 
Achievement’s annual Salute to Excellence. In the picture at right, Col. Harlan 


They love Cauthen 


‘No great student’ is among greats 
honored at Golden Plate awards 


By L.D. Seits 
Press Stott Reporter 
OWENSBORO, Ky.—”I was no great 
student,” the slight teen-ager confessed, 
looking out over the crowd that included 
almost 300 of the nation’s best students. 


They couldn’t have cared less. 

Steve Cauthen, the 18-year-old jockey 
from Walton, Ky., who became “racing's 
boy wonder” by booting home more 
winners ina year than any jockey in history, 
got as big a hand as any of the greats from 
half a dozen fields. 

His fellow teen-agers, gathered last 
night just outside Owensboro as part of the 
Academy of Achievement’s annual Salute 
to Excellence, whooped it up for one of their 
own — even though, as he explained, he had 
to “work hard (in high school) to get A’s and 
B's. And some C's. And a few D's.” 

He’d already charmed them, telling 
them how impressive the academy’s pro- 
gram was. “It’s really beautiful," he said. 
‘Then, after a slight pause, “And so on and so 
forth.” 

Cauthen is 1 of 30 persons being honored 
this year with Golden Plate awards for 
outstanding achievement, and t of 2 receiv- 
ing them last night because of their inabili- 
ty to be on hand tonight for the banquet 
scheduled for the presentations. 

The other confessed to being, like 
Cauthen, less than an academic standout. 

“J feel a little out of place,” said another 
of the younger set’s favorites, singer Debby 
Boone, whose hit recording of “You Light 
Up My Life” has set a handful of sales 
records. 

The daughter of singer Pat Boone, she 
was apparently the only one on hand who 
thought she was out of place. 

If she needed any new fans, she picked 
up some last night. 

“T turned into a Debby Boone fan,” 17- 
year-old David Jansing of Owensboro, a 
Merit Scholarship finalist, said later. 

She won over Jansing and prebably any- 
one else who needed conversion when she 
valiantly tried to answer the crowd’s calls 
for her to sing her hit song. 

Miss Boone answered the calls by 
explaining she didn’t have her musicians 
with her. 

‘The crowd gathered under a 60-by-70- 
foot tent on the Green estate just west of 
Owensboro kept asking, though, and when a 
four-piece combo at the far end of the tent 
struck up the melody she gave it a try. 


But when she finished a brief speech and 
stepped from the dais, the combo struck up 
the melody again as a salute to the popular 
singer and, without warning, the teens in 
the crowd began singing along. 

It was all it took to bring the singer back 
tothe dais to sing a couple of bars with them 
and then offer a parting compliment: “You 
guys aren’t bad.” 


The presentation of the two Golden 
Plates was a highlight of the evening pro- 
gram that also included talks by film star 
Olivia de Havilland and Central Intelli- 
gence Agency director Stansfield Turner, 
both of whom fielded questions from the 
crowd. 

The teen-agers cheered both, as well as 
a growing list of the great and the famous 
on hand for the banquet tonight. Among 
them were war heroes Gen. Omar Bradley 
and Gen. “Jimmy” Doolittle, television 


stars Edward Asner and Cloris Leachman, 
film star Helen Hayes, author Colleen 
McCullough, author and former Kennedy 
presidential assistant Arthur Schlesinger 
Sr., FBI director William Webster and Dal- 
las Cowboys football coach Tom Landry. 

Anda man who has proved as accessible 
to the young people as anyone there, US. 
Judge John Sirica. 

It was Sirica who played a prominent 
role in the uncovering of the Watergate 
scandal, refusing to allow questions to be 
swept under the rug in his courtroom. It 
won him acclaim asa “hero” of the case and 
as an example of a man who refused to let 
the system be used politically. 

He has been among the more popular 
figures at the three-day event that opened 
Thursday, shaking hands with every teen- 
ager that approaches him, talking with 
them about their plans, offering encourage- 
ment. 


~Staff Photos by Greg Smith 


Sanders, right, who started the Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurants, talks with 
Triple Crown winning jockey Steve Cauthen. Story onPage 9. 


But so lovable, motherly and down-to- 
earth in her red-orange dress. 

She had planted herself near a table 
about 15 feet away from the activities and, 
except for a few middle-age and older read- 
ers, she went almost unnoticed. 

“T wouldn't flock around me either,” she 
joked. 


Mrs. Bombeck, an author, syndicated 
columnist — her “At Wit’s End" appears in 
hundreds of newspapers — and most 
recently early-morning television person- 
ality, is a person able to look at herself ... 
and laugh. 

“I'm very insecure,” she related. “I see 
a line and go to the end of it. I have the 
toser’s syndrome. 

“Why I was never even asked to the high 
school prom. And, I'll bet your Mom didn’t 
go to your high school prom. Mine did. The 
bass player in the band that was playing 
lived next door to us (in Dayton, Ohio), so 
Mom went to see him play. She came home 
and said ‘Erma, you should have gone. Ihad 
a good time.” 

“Here I am tonight. Do I took like the 
center of attention?” 

She didn’t. 

“Tblend right into this table.” 

Not really. Her di was red-orange, 
the table cloth green. 


Mrs. Bombeck started writing at 15 and 
says “I’ve been in and out of it forever.” 

Married and the mother of three “real” 
children and fictional “Brucie,” she bases 


She is not bothered by ber aunrecogniz- 
able stature. 


Erma does admit she’s occasionally 
recognized — mainly in airports. “The 
problem is I write tall and about 160 
pounds.” 

She isn’t either. 


What Erma is, is a person who works 
hard, loves life, its little mishaps ... and 
Taughter. 


“T lead a normal, everyday life,” she 
said. “Yes, still watch a soap opera (‘Gen- 
eral Hospital’) each day, but that’s only 
when I eat lunch. I'm up at 7:30 every 
morning and hitting the typewriter. Two or 
three in the afternoon, I’m whipping 
through that house, straightening up and 
getter dinner ready. 


“It’s a little easier now, because all the 
kids are grown and gone (except for make- 
believe Brucie). This is the easy part now. 
Holore: with the kids, it was really hard 
work. 


“Ym very disciplined. I do allow myself 
a game of tennis occasionally, a shopping 
spree or lunch with a good friend once in a 
while. And, lexercise three times a week.” 


But she does not jead a celebrity's life. 

“We don't go to big parties,” she smiled. 
“We lead a very normal life. In fact, it's 
probably less than normal.” 

That's Erma. 


Actress Helen Hayes talks with Texas heart surgeon Dr. Mich- urday. In the background is Martel Whiternan of Texas Gas Trans- 
ael DeBakey and U.S. Sen. Wendell Ford, D-Ky. (right), at the — mission Corp. in Owensboro. 
American Academy of Achlevement “Salute to Excellence” Sat- 


The combo was first pitched too high, 
and on a second effort too low. The crowd 
understood her plight, and dropped its 
demands for the song. 


a 


Gen. Omar Bradley signs autographs. Singer Debby Boone talks with members of the crowd as she signs autographs. 


» 


Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000100100002-4 : 


Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : cia-Rpp8s-01315R000100100d0F4E EVANSVILLE COURIER 


KENTUCKY EDITION SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1978 


Che Courier-Journal 


Pein. Louisville, Saturday, Jane 24, 1978 
Copyright © 1978, the CouriecJounol 


THIRTEEN 


Students treasure chance to mix with the famous 


Newsstand 15¢ 


Stall Photo by Keith Willlams 


Col. Harlan Sanders greets jockey Steve Cauthen during dinner on rural estate near Owensboro. 


Youths’ tough questions dim near swirl of stars 


By BILL OSINSKI 
Courier-Journal Stat Weiter 

OWENSBORO, Ky. — Fancier fingers 
have never heen licked clean of the 
Colonel's fried chicken. 

The stars came out early yesterday 
evening under a tent set up on a rural 
estate west of Owenboro. Celebrities in- 
cluding jockey Steve Cauthen, singer 
Debby Boone, actor Edward Asner, and 
actress Cloris Leachman — not to men- 
tion hundreds of the nation’s most hon- 
ored youths and scores of adult super- 
achievers — dined on chicken prepared 
under the auspices of none other than 
Col. Harlan Sanders. 

The Colonel came out of retirement 
to preside over the fixings for the gala 
evening that ended the first full day of 


Additional pictures, Page B 3. 


the 17th annual “Salute to Excellence” 
weekend being held in Owensboro. 


The event attracts distinguished lead- 
ers from the flelds of science, business, 
law, and entertainment to be honored 
themselves and to mix with the young 
people. 

But when the group came together 
under the tent, it was the entertainment 
stars that shone the brightest. Young 
people who had been locked in brisk, 
high-level discussions earlier in the day 
became typically eager autograph 
hounds when the big names came out. 


Cauthen's arrival easily got the big- 
gest response from the nearly 1,500 peo- 
ple gathered in the back yard of the 
Tom Green estate. The wonder jockey 
was quickly surrounded by a group of 
girls his age squealing for his signature. 

“I feel like I'm lost,” Cauthen said, 
shrugging off the trappings of celebrity 
about ss easily as one of his many 
stakes-race wins, 


Cauthen came to Owensboro barely 
long enough to receive his Golden Plate 
Award from the American Academy of 
Achievement, the sponsoring group for 
the weekend. He had flown in after rid- 
ing in one race and was to leave soon 
after the dinner for another. 

Miss Boone was also making a quick 


stop for her award and leaving shortly 
afterward. 

Asner, however, came with his family 
and will remain to take part in the 
grand finale tonight. 

As he broke through a ctuster of auto- 
graph seekers, Asner sald he considers 
the academy recognition “a hell of an 
honor." He received his Golden Plate 
last year and -will participate in this 
year’s presentation ceremonies. 

Asner, who stars in the television 
show “Lou Grant,” amiably mugged for 
the army of I1stamatic camera shutter- 
bugs who ha¢ their pictures made with 
him, and he sald he appreciates the 


See SWIRL OF STARS 
Back page, col. 4, this section 
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Messenger INQUIRER 


Achievement and youth 


The arrival of the American Academy of Achievement 
in Owensboro Friday brought with it the largest number 
of national and international personalities ever assem- 
bled in this community, probably anywhere in the Com- 
monwealth. There were celebrities giving awards, 
celebrities receiving awards and celebrities introducing 
the celebrities who gave and received awards. Drenched 
in cascading publicity, it is easy to forget why they were 
here in the first place: to emphasize achievement as a 
goal for America’s youth. 

Achievement is represented in many forms among the 
academy’s members and honorees. This year’s guests 
ranged from the superstars of sports, such as Steve Cau- 
then and Tom Landry, to the superstars of industry, such 
as Armand Hammer and J. Robert Fluor. There were 
leaders from government, including the present direc- 
tors of both the FBI and the CIA, and leaders in science, 
such as Dr. Edward Teller. Other participants ranged 
across the fields of literature, television, medicine and 
the military. Owensboro takes special pride in having 
three members in the academy: Sen. Wendell Ford, 
W.M. Elmer and Robert Green, this year's host of the 
three-day meeting at the Executive Inn. 

Because all of the members of the academy are out- 
standing, no one stands out as the prime example of the 
academy’s goals. Nonetheless, Judge John J. Sirica 
holds a special place as a representative of the best of the 
American Academy of Achievement. Sirica is a past re- 
cipient of the academy’s Golden Plate award. 

Judge Sirica certainly represents achievement in his 
successful career on the bench. However, it is not his per- 
sonal success, but his achievement in the pursuit of jus- 
tice which commands our highest respect. Not only in the 
handling of the Watergate cases, but throughout his 
career, Judge Sirica has provided a high standard by 
which to evaluate judicial conduct. 

His interest in youth is less well known, but it is that in- 
terest which makes him such an exemplary member of 
the academy. In addition to his work with the academy, 


Sirica regularly meets with groups of 30 to 50 young 
people who visit his office in Washington. He encourages 
these young people to persevere in reaching their goals in 
life, both in its personal dimensions and as members of 
their local communities and their country. Sirica is an 
example of such perseverance, having dropped out of 
law school twice with ideas of pursuing a professional 
boxing career. 


Concern for the youth of our country has captured 
Judge Sirica’s interest in the Academy. “‘I like the pur- 
pose for which the organization exists: to motivate these 
youngsters from all over the country." 

The least-publicized participants at the meetings of the 
academy this week were, in fact, these young people. 
Their presence made the academy's activities impor- 
tant. Because of his contact with young people, Sirica is 
confident that they are ready to respond to the positive 
incentives offered to them. “I know they were suffering 
from disillusionment during the Watergate period, but 
now they have renewed confidence in the country.” 

The 350 young people from all parts of the nation, in- 
cluding 20 representatives from Daviess County, provide 
the primary justification for the academy’s existence. 
Judge Sirica feels that these young people appreciate the 
effort. ‘If you'd read some of the letters they send to the 
academy after the meeting, you'd realize how much they 
wet out of it.” 

Judge Sirica himself is one of the important reasons 
why they fee) that way. He provides a standard of excel- 
lence to which young people can aspire in his pesever- 
ance, his concern for others, and his achievement in a 
career which merits the recognition the academy has 
given it. 

We are glad the American Academy of Achievement 
and its members came to Owensboro. Their efforts to en- 
courage the young people of America by honoring such 
people as Judge Sirica are deserving of our commenda- 
tion and support. 


Swirl of stars turns tough questions 


into eager requests for autographs 


Continued from Page One 
chance to mix with the young people. 

“If you're going to deal with kids, 
these are the best, aren't they,” Asner 
said, 

Gov. Julian Carroil also made an ap- 
pearance and echoed Asner's senti- 
ments about the youths. 

“The Golden Plate award program 
represents the good side of life,” Carroll 
said. “It brings the cream of our youth 
to the top for recognition.” 

Carroll added that he had gone as far 
as becoming governor of Boys State 
when he was young, but he never had 
the bonus of an awards function such as 
this weekend's to attend. 

One of the more unusual celebrity at- 
tractions was Mariel Aragon, a 12-year- 
old Los Angeles area girl enroiled in 
pre-med and pre-law programs at the 
University of Southern Caiifornia. 

As she doled out her autograph with 
all the aplomb of a veteran on the ce- 
lebrity circuit, Miss Aragon announced 
that one of her main goals was to be- 
come the nation’s first woman presi- 
dent. 


Students share 


ot VIPs 


Television star Edward Asner greets Gale Warner, a student from 
Ashville, Ohio, with a big smooch at a picnic last night featuring fried 
chicken made by Kentucky’s chicken magnate, Col. Harlan Sanders. 


Sean McBride, chairman of Amnesty International, talked with students at an informal gather ing. 


spotlight 


She shrugged off a question on what 
her first priority as president would be. 

“That's a question that comes up so 
often,” she said, “but ! really think it's a 
bit premature now. Look, there’s 23 
years before I can even qualify to run 
for president.” 


While she can breeze through courses 
on molecular orbitals, she said, one of 
the roughest things about going to col- 
lege at the age of 12 is some teachers 
who have chiidren her age tend to treat 
her like one of them. 

Living in a grown-up world just isn’t 
that much of a problem, she said. 

“I find I adjust socially very well,” 
she said. 


While star power held sway in the 
evening , there were some substantive 
confrontations earlier in the day be- 
tween the adult honorees and the 
youths. 


During an informal discussion Adm. 
Stansfield Turner, director of the Cen- 
trai Intelligence Agency, was ringed by 
an eager group of youths. The impromp- 
tu panel grilled the CIA man for about 
an hour, zeroing in with a barrage of 
tough questions. 


“Who's intelligence system is better, 
ours or the Russians,” demanded Nancy 
Kalow of Dallas. 

Turner conceded that the Russians 
may be superior in field work, because 
they are “willing to flood the market” 
with thousands of front-line spies. How- 
ever, he added, America has superioy 
technology and thus an overall edge in 
intelligence. 


His visit to the Owensboro gathering 
is part of an effort to make the CIA 
more visible in the public light, he said. 


Another gritty confrontation came 
when a black girl from the youth dele. 
gation stepped upto the microphong 
and asked a tough question of U.S. Dis 
trict Judge Frank Johnson, a long-time 
civil rights champion. The youth asked 
Johnson why there were so many black 
compared with whites on death row in 
the nation’s prisons. 


Johnson conceded to the girl that it 
‘was a good case for denial of equal pro- 
tection under the law. The issue has 
never been put properly before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Johnson sald, but when 
it is, the high court can be expected to 
move toward righting the inequity. 


i 
Keliy Satterwhite, Owensboro, took time out from her hostess duties 
to pose for a picture with newspaper columnist Erma Bombeck. Mrs. 
Bombeck is one of the icores of super-achievers from every phase of 


OWENSBORO, Ky. (AP) — “We'll all go home with our 
heads swelled up to here,” Leslie Garms, a Florida high school 
git] told a hncheon neighbor, spreading her hands wide. 

At the next table, General of the Army Omar N. Bradley, 85, 
the country’s only living five-star general, sat in a wheelchair. 

Two tables away, at the edge of the room, columnist Erma 
Bombeck was being interviewed by a television reporter. @ 

Garms, 18-year-old student leader of the year at her high 
School in Bradenton, Fla., was one of about 350 of the nation's 
mast highly honored youths, who traveled to Owensboro for a 
weekend “Salute to Excellence.” 

The gathering, sponsored by the American Academy of 
Excellence, gave the outstanding student orators, journalists, 
farmers and others a chance to rub elbows with scores of people 
already at the top in every phase of adult life. 

Garms said she had not talked to many famous people yet, 
but had gotten actress Helen Hayes to autograph her program. 

Gabrielle Minnette, a high schoot girl from Evansville, said 
Sudge John Sirica, who presided over the Watergate trials, “was 
the one person I really wanted to meet here.” 


But when she found herself alone in the elevator with Sirica, 
she said, “All I could do was go ‘Aaaaabhh!’ ” 

Sirica said she need not have hesitated, he was eager to meet 
the young people and let them see “how ather people who had 
difficulties when they were young eventually overcame them... 


“When they hear that a guy like John Siriéa dropped out of 
law school twice and wanted to become a prize fighter, then they 
think, ‘Well if he could make it maybe I can to.'” 

Others at the weekend series of symposia, luncheons and 
awards ceremonies — to be capped by a black-tie awards dinner 
Saturday night — included CIA Director Stansfield Turner, 
singer Debbie Boone, jockey Steve Cauthen, civil rights activist 
Jesse Jackson, broadcaster and explorer Lowell Thomas, Occi- 
dental Petroleum Board Chairman Armand Hammer and How- 
ard Jarvis, author of California’s Proposition 13. 

“They're all telling us we're tomorrow's leaders,” Garms 
said. 

Indeed, Col. Ulrich Wegener, West German leader of an anti- 
terroist group that rescued 86 skyjacked hostages in Somalia, 
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adult life who have converged on Owensboro, along with 350 of the 
nation’s most honored youths, for a weekend “Salute to Excellence.” 
The guests will be honored at a featured banquet tonight. 


mee 
Adm. Stansfield Turner, ‘direc- 
tor of the Central Intelligence 


Agency, met with some of the 
honored youths yesterday. 


STAFF PHOTOS BY 
KEITH WILLIAMS 


Fresh from talking with Presi- 
dent Carter, U.S. Sen. Wendell 
Ford, D-Ky., spoke at a morn- 
ing symposium. 
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Africa, told the group that increased international cooperation is 
as important as groups like his in fighting terrorism. 

And, he said, “You, as the future leaders of America, can 
fight intolerance.” 

‘Wegener said he wasn’t sure he felt at home in the academy 


“Pm nota famous scientist, nor did I build upa world-famous 
fried chicken empire,” he said, refering to Col. Harland Sanders 
of Kentucky Fried Chicken fame, whe also attended. 


CIA Director Turner told one group of high school youths he 
was “really impressed by what you people know ... I'm really 
peace that you need to get to this age level to get a fair 

earing” 

The gatherings, which academy founder Brian Reynolds 
likens to “Mount Olympus come to life" are usually held in larger 
cities such as Chicago, Dailas, Philadelphia, San Diego and last 
sa Orlando, Fla. Next year, the meeting wilt be in Salt Lake 

ity. 
Holding it in this Ohio River town of 53,000 posed some 


problems, said Wayne Reynolds, son of the founder, and organizer 
of many of the weekend activities. 

Many celebrities arrived at Owensboro-Daviess County Air- 
port by pelvate jet and had to be greeted. Students flew in to 
Evansville and had to be brought here by bus. 

Still, said the younger Reynolds, “It has a sort of mystique 
because we call it a retreat to get away from the hectic pace of 
Washington or LA or the smog of New York and enjoy the quiet of 
asmall city.” 

He said Owensboro was chosen because of the support of 
hotel operator Robert E. Green, who donated about $40,000 of the 
estimated $300,000 coat of the affair. 

Green owns the Executive Ion where most of the activities 
are taking place, and the estate where Col. Sanders was the host to 
Friday night’s dinner honoring Steve Cauthen and Debbie Boone. 

While many of the youths sought the autographs of the 
famous adults, Sanders said he thought the adults were enjoying 
the program just as much. 

“It makes the big tycoons limber up and come down to earth 
and meet these kids,” he said. 


Greats of the world made it 


a picnic of unforgettable flavor 


By RICH DAVIS 


OWENSBORO, Ky. — The greatsof the 
world gathered on the grassy expanses of 
hotel owner Robert Green's estate west of 
here Friday night for a picnic the likes of 
which 350 outstanding high school students 
from across the country may never forget. 


Where else, after all, could several hun- 
dred healthy, All-American looking young 
People see actress Cloris Leachman play- 
fully toss a piece of chicken (cooked by Col. 
Harlan Sanders himself) across a table er 
singer Debby Boone struggle to sing “You 
Might ‘Up My Life” without instrumenta- 
tion. 

Or a young man jokingly ask Boone “if 
you'll havea glass of milk with me later?” 

There was actress Olivia de Havilland, 
dressed in matronly blue and white, listen- 


ing her latest rele as “Mizz Warner” in 
“Roots I.” 

And Judge Jobn J. Siriea, the feisty little 
judge of Watergate, greeting another tiny 
great ~— jockey sensation Steve Cauthen, 
who had just arrived after riding another 
winner that day at Belmont. 

Earlier, when one young student pre- 
faced a request for an autograph by saying 
“I Uke Nixon, but I still want your 
autograph,” Sirica laughed and said, “I like 
Nixon, too. I campaigned for him (during 
the 1950s.)” But, he added, “I was shocked 
when I listened to the tapes.” 

Elsewhere, CIA chief Stansfield Turner 
stood in casual slacks and short-sleeved’ 
blue polka dot shirt. 

Cauthen, Boone, de Havilland and 
‘Turner, who were ail honored during the 
Picnic, are among 35 celebrities in this Ohio 
River city this weekend for the 17th annual 


ing to. a country-western band and discuss- American Academy of Achievement, an 


event which brings together several hun- 
dred of the nation’s outstanding high school 
students each year, giving them a chance to 
Tub elbows and be motivated by dozens of 
celebrities, 

Both the celebrities and the students are 
honored during the three-day event, which 
culminates with the Banquet of the Golden 
Plate Saturday night at Green’s Rivermont 
Executive Inn here. 

Cauthen, the teen-age racing wonder 
who won the Triple Crown this year, per- 
haps was the funniest of the four. 

“Lused to play football and basketball, 
but they kind of outgrew me,” said the 
diminutive Cauthen. 

“Is it true you slept on the floor of your 
hotel room the night before the Kentucky 
Derby?” asked one girl. 

“T didn’t have to, but it waseither that or 
sleep with my brother,” Cauthen said witha 


-dry humor that brought a laugh. 


Cloris Leachman 


Teen holds 


Olivia de Havilland 


honorees 


in an aura of respect 


By RICK BARTER 
Entertainment Editor 

OWENSBORO, Ky. — Friday evening 
was warm and summery, and Jennifer 
‘Oberhausen was excited. 

“Can you believe it?” she asked. “I went 
toa picnic with Olivia de Havilland, Debby 
Boone, that jockey who won the Triple 
Crown — what's his name ... Steve 
Cauthen? — and General Omar Bradley. I 
just can't believe it,” bubbled the person- 
able 18-year-old. 

Jennifer, a recent Evansville Central 
graduate, is one of a couple hundred young 
people being honored as future achievers 
by the American Academy of Achievement 
at Owensboro’s Executive Inn Rivermont 
this weekend. As part of the honor, the 
young folks rub elbows with some of the 
‘World’s greatest achievers .. . and hopeful- 
ly gain insight into what it takes to become 
a Golden Plate recipient. 


The purpose of the Academy's annual 
gathering is twofold: It honors those people 
around the world who have achieved great- 
ness in thelr chosen fields and it encourages 
the selected young people to follow in the 
footsteps of the honorees. 

There’s no doubt In Jennifer 
Oberhausen’s mind the Academy has 
accomplished just that. 

Jennifer and the other young people 
from around the country came to Owens- 
boro by bus from Evansville’s Dress 
Regional Airport Thursday. Since then they 
have met, talked with, questioned, been 
lectured by and otherwise associated with 
the great and famous. 


“P've been mest impressed with Olivia 
de Havilland,” said Jennifer, who will eater’ 
Murray State University this fall on a track 


and field scholarship. ‘I had: tears in my 
eyes just listening to her talk about how 
things are in show business and how it was 
when she made ‘Gone With the Wind’.” 

Jennifer was aiso very impressed with 
Dr. Willem J. Kolff who developed an artifi- 
cial kidney and who says an artificial heart 
‘will soon become a reality; and with Dr. 
Andrew V. Schally who has done pioneer 
research on the pituitary gland and related 
hormones. 

Then there’s General Omar Bradley 
who commanded her awe. “Bradley was so 
impressive,” said Jennifer, a Sunday 
Courier and Press Athlete Scholar of the 
Year, who was sponsored by Servants, Inc., 

and Sharon Besaw. “He told us we 
‘should have three goals in life -- fitness, 
both physical and mental; self-confidence, 
and humility.” 


Jennifer, daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Jack 
E. Oberhausen, has found the American 
Academy of Achievement quite an experi- 
ence. “It’s been exciting seeing the stars... 
people like Miss de Havilland, Cloris Leach- 
man and Ed Asner. Oh, and Debby Boone 
and Steve Cauthen. You know, it’s really 
funny. They have accomplished 50 much, 
but Debby and Steve both were very hum- 
ble about their educations ... ‘you know, 
they didn’t have that much, and they told us 
they respected us for our intelligence and 
pur ability. Now that’s humility,” she 
concluded. 

Has this been an important learning 
experience for you, she was asked. “Oh, yes. 
T think it’s been one of the most important 
learning experiences in my entire life,” 
pretty:teen smiled ag she headed off to a 
party where ‘she would meet Helen Hayes, 
Adm. Stansfield Turner, Judge John Sirica, 
and on andon... 


